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I  TALES  FROM 
I  MINSMERE 
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A.  Won’t  it  be  grand  when  Spring 
comes  and  we  can  start 
booming  again  ? 

B.  It  will,  and  we  shall  have  the 
visitors  back  too.  We  like 
seeing  new  faces  and  greeting 
old  ones  again.  I  always 
recommend  them  to  stay  at 
Abbey  Cottage,  Leiston,  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  T. 
Morgan.  It’s  so  comfortable 
there. 

A.  And  so  easy  for  them  to  come 
and  see  us  or  our  relatives  at 
Walberswick. 

B.  It’s  where  I’d  choose  if  I 
wasn’t  here.  We  must  tell 
everyone  to  write  for  a 
brochure. 

A.  What  if  they  can’t  get  away 
till  the  last  minute  ? 

B.  Then  they  phone  Leiston  267. 
It’s  worth  trying. 
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Introduction 

^HE  Ornithological  Section’s  two  year  survey  of  the  bird  population  of 
Beddington  Sewage  Farm  ended  in  1955.  The  results  have  proved  most 
interesting,  and  a  full  report  is  given  on  pages  39  to  54.  We  extend  our  congratu¬ 
lations  and  thanks  to  the  organizer,  B.  S.  Milne,  and  his  associates,  who  visited 
the  farm  on  no  less  than  532  days  during  the  two  years  of  the  survey.  We  also 
have  to  thank  them  for  enabling  us  to  publish  the  report  so  soon  after  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  survey. 

The  B,T.O.  census  of  Great  Crested  Grebes  organized  in  our  Area  in  recent 
years  by  W.  D.  Melluish  also  ended  in  1955,  but  lack  of  space  has  prevented  the 
publication  of  the  final  report  in  this  issue.  It  will  appear  in  the  London  Bird 
Report  for  1956. 

A  census  of  Mute  Swans  organized  by  S.  Cramp  in  1955,  in  conjunction  with 
the  B.T.O.  national  inquiry,  was  continued  in  1956  ;  it  is  hoped  to  publish  a 
report  covering  the  two  years  in  the  next  issue. 

The  Section  continues  to  take  part  in  the  Census  of  Heronries  and  the  Wildfowl 
Inquiry,  with  which  is  now  included  an  investigation  of  autumn  and  winter 
movements  of  flocks  of  Coot.  In  this  connection  a  census  of  breeding  Coot 
will  be  carried  out  in  the  summer  of  1957. 

In  addition  we  are  planning  to  carry  out  investigations  into  the  distribution 
of  the  Meadow  Pipit  and  the  breeding  distribution  of  the  Lapwing  in  our  area. 
Offers  of  assistance  in  any  of  these  investigations  would  be  very  welcome. 


Frontispiece  :  Jack  Snipe  on  a  Surrey  sewage  farm  {G.  des  Forges) 
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The  total  of  birds  ringed  by  the  Society  in  1955  was  6,050,  the  largest  total 
we  have  ever  achieved.  Details  of  some  of  the  interesting  recoveries  notified 
during  the  year  are  given  in  the  systematic  list.  Four  out  of  five  recoveries  of 
Tufted  Duck  were  from  North-East  Europe.  As  explained  by  the  Ringing 
Secretary  in  his  report  on  page  55,  changes  in  the  B.T.O.  Ringing  Scheme  will 
reduce  the  number  of  birds  ringed  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  but  it  is  hoped  to 
encourage  ringing  projects  within  our  Area.  An  example  is  the  Trapping  Station 
set  up  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  by  B.  S.  Milne  and  others  which  has  already 
ringed  more  than  1,000  birds.  Attention  is  drawn  to  the  Beddington  Trapping 
Station  Regulations  published  on  page  54. 

Arrangements  for  the  exchange  of  records  have  now  been  made  with  the 
Editors  of  the  Surrey  Bird  Report,  whom  we  thank  for  their  co-operation  ;  the 
names  of  observers  whose  records  were  provided  to  us  are  indicated  by  an  asterisk 
in  the  List  of  Contributors. 

The  number  of  species  seen  during  the  year  was  190.  Several  of  these  were 
first  records  for  the  London  Area  in  the  present  century  ;  a  Bee-eater  in  Hertford¬ 
shire  in  the  year  in  which  a  small  colony  successfully  reared  young  in  Sussex  and 
others  were  seen  elsewhere  is,  perhaps,  not  surprising,  but  a  White-winged  Lark 
at  the  new  Hilfield  Park  Reservoir,  also  in  Hertfordshire,  was  only  the  thirteenth 
for  the  British  Isles  ;  Goshawks  have  occurred  with  more  frequency  in  Britain  in  the 
last  few  years  and,  in  the  year  under  review,  two  were  seen  in  our  Area  ;  finally 
a  small  crake  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  in  November  was  either  a  Baillon’s  or  a 
Little  Crake,  neither  of  which  has  been  recorded  previously  this  century. 

Other  rare  species  seen  were  :  a  Spotted  Crake  at  Epsom,  the  first  since 
1916  ;  Black- winged  Stilts  at  Beddington  and  Epsom,  the  second  and  third 
records  this  century  ;  two  Aquatic  Warblers,  a  Bluethroat  and  an  Ortolan  Bunting, 
in  each  case  only  two  previous  records  this  century  ;  and  two  Red-breasted 
Flycatchers,  recorded  for  the  first  time  in  1954. 

There  were  a  number  of  unusual  winter  records.  Ruffs  wintered  at  Perry 
Oaks  Sewage  Farm  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year,  and  were  reported  also 
during  the  winter  at  the  sewage  farms  at  Beddington,  Epsom  and  Romford,  and 
at  Stone  Marshes.  A  Chiffchaff  at  Lonsdale  Road  Reservoir  in  January  and 
February  sang  on  several  occasions,  and  three  other  Chiffchaffs  or  Willow  Warblers 
(probably  the  former)  were  reported  during  the  winter  months.  A  cock  Ring 
Ouzel  remained  at  Staines  from  January  to  April.  Unusual  numbers  of  Lesser 
Black-backed  Gulls  were  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  at  the  beginning  and  end 
of  the  year,  and  there  was  a  Little  Stint  at  Stone  Marshes  on  January  30th. 

Notable  winter  visitors  were  a  Bittern  at  Ruxley,  several  wild  swans,  some  of 
which  were  identified  as  Bewick’s,  in  February  and  March,  an  Iceland  Gull  and 
two  Firecrests.  At  Staines  in  March,  all  five  grebes  on  the  British  List  could  be 
seen.  At  Beddington  in  November  there  were  64  Jack  Snipe,  the  largest  number 
seen  in  our  Area,  and  from  November  27th  to  the  end  of  December  the  number 
of  Snipe  fluctuated  between  1,000  and  1,500. 

In  spring  an  immature  male  Golden  Oriole  was  seen  at  Wimbledon  Common, 
and  there  were  several  records  of  Wood  Sandpipers,  which  are  unusual  at  this 
time  of  year.  An  Avocet  was  seen  at  Beddington  in  May. 
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The  number  of  Herons’  nests  was  down  to  177  from  196  the  previous  year, 
probably  due  to  the  severe  weather  earlier  in  the  year.  About  25  pairs  of  Little 
Ringed  Plovers  were  located,  and  18  were  known  to  have  nested,  the  highest 
number  yet  recorded.  Eight  pairs  of  Black  Redstarts  are  definitely  known  to 
have  nested,  all  in  the  City  bombed  sites,  although  by  the  end  of  the  summer 
much  of  the  devastated  area  was  being  cleared  and  levelled  to  make  way  for  new 
buildings.  There  have  been  records  of  Water  Rails  in  summer,  but  the  breeding 
at  Beddington  this  year  is  one  of  the  few  cases  in  which  proof  has  been  obtained. 
A  pair  of  Common  Sandpipers  bred  at  Old  Parkbury  Gravel  Pit  for  the  second 
year  running.  In  Inner  London  13  pairs  of  Woodpigeons  nested  on  buildings. 

The  numbers  of  Green  Sandpipers  in  July  and  August  were  unusual,  the 
maximum  being  c.  30  at  Rainham  Marsh  and  Hoddesdon  Sewage  Farm.  Four 
Dotterel  flying  over  Perry  Oaks  Sewage  Farm  in  August  was  the  second  record 
since  1900,  and  a  Temminck’s  Stint  in  September  was  only  the  second  in  autumn 
in  the  same  period. 

The  gales  in  October  brought  several  Puffins  to  the  Area,  besides  a  Little 
Auk  and  a  Petrel,  probably  Leach’s,  to  Staines  and  a  Guillemot  to  Westminster. 

The  Society’s  book  on  the  Birds  of  the  London  Area  since  1900  will  be  published 
in  early  1957.  It  will  prove  indispensable  not  only  to  readers  of  future  London 
Bird  Reports,  but  also  to  all  who  are  interested  in  the  effects  on  bird  life  of  the 
growth  of  London.  Of  the  limited  number  of  copies  available  to  members  at  a 
substantial  reduction  in  price,  only  about  a  hundred  are  still  unsold,  and  early 
application  should  be  made  to  R.  P.  Cordero,  17  Wyvern  Road,  Purley,  Surrey. 
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R.  B.  Warren 
Dr.  A.  B.  Watson 
A.  F.  G.  Weedon 
Miss  A.  M.  West 

N.  J.  Westwood* 

C.  A.  White 

R.  White 

S.  White 

T.  White 

L.  K.  Wilkinson 
G.  Will 

R.  E.  C.  Willcox* 

G.  R.  Williamson 

H.  T.  M.  Wilson 

J.  D.  Woodley 
R.  W.  Woods 

G.  Wright 
J.  J.  Yealland 

*  Records  for  Surrey 
made  available  by  the 
editors  of  the  Surrey 
Bird  Report 
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BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1955 


A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF  ST. 

PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

^HIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “  Check-List  of  the 
Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ”  (1952)  based  on  the  Wetmore  classi¬ 
fication,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to  that  List,  where  the  full 
scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular  names  are  those  adopted  by  the 
Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  announced  in  the  January,  1953,  issue  (Vol. 
XLVI,  p.  1). 

All  records  are  for  1955  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials  follow¬ 
ing  each  record  refer  to  the  observer (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose  name(s)  may 
be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  4. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated  by 
their  initials,  viz.  : — B  =  Bucks  ;  E  =  Essex  ;  H  =  Herts  ;  K  =  Kent  ; 
M  =  Middlesex  ;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  reservoirs  are  partly 
in  Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are  published  under  Essex,  follow¬ 
ing  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Glegg  in  his  histories  of  the  birds  of  Essex  (1929) 
and  Middlesex  (1935).  The  following  abbreviations  are  also  used  : — B.B.  = 
British  Birds  magazine  ;  L.B.R.  =  London  Bird  Report  ;  R.S.P.C.A.  =  Royal 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  ;  G.P.  =  gravel  pit  ;  Res. 
=  reservoir  ;  S.F.  =  sewage  farm  ;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.  are  used  for  the  cardinal 
points  of  the  compass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the  general  direction  of 
flight. 

An  open  map' of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full  appreciation 
of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species  is  intended  to 
be  continuous,  reference  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous  issues  of  the  L.B.R. 
is  recommended. 

Records  which  have  been  published  in  the  Essex  Bird  Report^  1955,  are 
indicated  by  an  asterisk  which  is  placed  by  the  particular  record  or,  where  all 
records  of  a  species  have  been  published,  by  the  county  initial  “  E.” 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

E*  One  at  Banbury  Res.,  Walthamstow,  on  Jan.  8th  and  9th  (wcd,  jlfp,  hwr). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one,  badly  oiled  on  Mar.  6th,  was  found  dead  on  Mar.  8th 
(dah).  West  Hyde  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  and  8th  (jwd  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  and  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  an  immature  from  Jan.  1st  to  9th 
(hpm  et  al.).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  Mar.  10th  and  12th  was  badly 
oiled  ;  it  was  taken  to  the  R.S.P.C.A.,  but  died  on  the  15th  (ji,  hpm). 

4  Red-throated  Diver 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  26th,  Mar.  12th*  and  19th*  (jce,  hpm,  JLfp). 
*King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  3rd,  8th,  9th  and  Mar.  12th  (dk,  jlfp). 
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M  Harefield,  one  on  a  gravel  pit  on  Mar.  20th  (jwd,  igj,  bpp).  Staines,  single 
birds  on  Staines  Res.  on  Jan.  8th  (wnm),  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Mar.  6th 
(rwh),  and  Staines  Res.  from  Dec.  17th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (many 
observers) . 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Feb.  13th  (jfwb,  gjj),  and  one  found  dead  on 
Apr.  9th  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  oiled  bird  on  Jan.  1st  was  seen  with  the  Black-throated 
Diver  (adb,  jfd,  gjh,  sk,  aggt).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (dp). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

A  paper  on  the  ten  year  census  which  ended  in  1955  will  be  published  in 
the  L.B.R.  for  1956. 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (hwr). 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  from  Feb.  12th  to  19th  (bls). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  3rd  (ehw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  6th 
and  27th,  and  Dec.  4th  (pwpb,  ml,  cmv).  Staines  Res.,  single  birds  between 
Jan.  19th  and  Feb.  6th,  Feb.  26th  and  Apr.  15th  (found  dead),  on  Aug.  30th 
(ehw),  and  between  Oct.  23rd  and  the  end  of  the  year  (many  observers). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  26th  (hpm). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  from  Sept.  1st  to  3rd,  one  of  which  was  in  summer 
plumage  (abs,  gbdc),  and  two  on  Nov.  9th  and  19th  (ehw).  Old  Parkbury 
G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (jFd,  djth,  ehw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  9th,  Feb.  27th  and  Mar.  19th  (cmv).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  single  birds  from  Mar.  9th  to  27th,  and  from  Oct.  1st  to  16th 
(many  observers). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  8th  and  9th,  and  two  to  three,  Aug.  8th 
to  Sept.  22nd  (jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  1st  (wcd,  jf),  and 
one  to  four.  Sept.  18th  to  Dec.  10th  (wcd,  jf,  frt). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  8th  and  11th  (ehw).  Staines  reservoirs,  one  to 
three  from  Jan.  9th  to  Apr.  20th  ;  up  to  13  from  July  24th  to  Dec.  8th  (many 
observers) . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  9th  (whd,  rhm,  abmm,  dwt). 

Petrel  (species  not  identified). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  8th  was  thought  from  its  erratic  flight  to  be  a 
Leach’s  Petrel  (ji). 

28  Cormorant 

Records  for  every  month  except  J  une,  the  largest  number  51  at  King  George 
VI  Res.,  Staines,  Middx.,  on  Dec.  27th. 

30  Heron 

M  Inner  London  :  Kensington,  one  raided  a  fish  pond  in  the  roof  garden  of 
Derry  &  Toms’s  store  in  early  March  (wgt). 


8 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


The  number  of  occupied  nests  at  heronries  in  1955  was  177  compared  with 
196  in  1954  ;  details  are  given  below  : 

E  Little  Parndon,  11  (wcd)  ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  62  (ag,  hwr,  pfcr)  ; 
Wanstead  Park,  1  (gw). 

M  Kempton  Park,  88  (bar). 

S  Gatton  Park,  9  (hb)  ;  Richmond  Park,  6  (edb,  bam). 

38  Bittern 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (ehg,  fjh). 

47  Garganey 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  May  8th  (jlfp).  Hornchurch  Chase,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  16th  and  17th  (msf).  *Rainham,  three  at  Berwick  Pond  on  Oct.  8th 
and  15th  (mje,  rh). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Aug.  9th,  two  drakes  on  Aug.  30th  and 
Sept.  25th,  and  one  on  Sept.  27th  (abs,  gbdc).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on 
Sept,  25th  (ehw). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  drakes  on  Mar.  19th  and  one  on  the  26th  (cmv). 
King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  31st  (ji). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  drakes  and  two  ducks  on  Mar,  17th  (ji),  and  one  drake 
on  Mar.  21st  (njw).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  between  Mar.  13th  and  20th 
(bpa,  gjh,  et  al.).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (ph). 

49  Gadwall 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P,,  one  on  Nov.  12th  (bls). 

M  Hampton  Res.,  a  drake  on  Nov.  6th  (dp).  King  George  VI  Res.,  up  to 
seven  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  Apr.  24th  (many  observers)  ;  two 
drakes  on  Oct.  8th  (bpp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  present  throughout  the  year  ;  maximum  22  on  Mar.  20th  ; 
one  nest  was  destroyed,  but  four  half-grown  young  were  seen  on  July  16th 
(aggt,  wht  'et  al.).  Cobham,  four  at  Silvermere  on  Dec.  18th  (nfs). 
Richmond  Park,  a  pair  on  Feb.  6th,  nine  on  Oct.  16th  and  five  on  Oct.  23rd 
(edb,  djb,  plb). 

50  Wigeon 

M  At  least  one  pair  remained  in  the  Staines  area  well  into  the  breeding  season 
(hpm). 

52  Pintail 

E  Girling  Res.,  a  duck  on  Mar,  21st  (jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  13  on 
Jan.  9th  (jlfp),  and  1-2  on  Jan.  24th,  and  from  Feb.  19th  to  Mar.  20th 

(JCE,  DAH,JLFP). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  a  drake  on  Oct.  27th  (ehw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  duck  on 
Sept.  3rd  (bls)  .  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  a  pair  on  May  29th  (djth),  and  a  duck 
on  June  5th  and  7th  (bls). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  six  on  Jan.  9th,  a  drake  on  Jan.  23rd,  and  a  pair  on 
Jan.  24th  ;  two  ducks  on  Oct.  22nd  and  one  on  Dec.  18th  (cmv.  Wildfowl 
census).  Staines  reservoirs,  one  or  two  between  Jan.  23rd  and  Mar.  20th  ; 
two  on  Sept.  25th  and  Dec.  3rd,  and  one  on  Dec.  27th  (many  observers). 
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S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  Mar.  20th  and  21st  (mg,  ji,  rhm,  njw),  two  on 
Oct.  22nd  (mc),  and  14  flying  SW.  on  Dec.  18th  (ji).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  on  Aug.  6th  (bsm).  Walton  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  22nd  (dp). 

53  Shoveler 

M  One  pair  probably  bred  in  the  Staines  area  (hpm).  Inner  London  ; 
St.  James’s  Park,  a  full-winged  female  or  immature  male  in  early  September 
(ehg)^ 

55  Scaup 

E*  King  George  V  and  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  or  two  on  many  dates  from 
Jan.  30th  to  Mar.  20th  (wcd,  dah,  jlfp,  hwr,  frt)  ;  one  on  Oct.  23rd 
(wcd)  . 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  up  to  seven  between  Jan.  12th  and  Mar.  26th  (jfwb, 
CMV,  caw).  Staines  reservoirs,  a  duck  on  Jan.  30th  and  31st  and  a  drake 
on  Feb.  6th  (ecd,  hpm)  ;  up  to  six  between  Oct.  16th  and  the  end  of  the 
year  (many  observers). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  to  three  from  Jan.  23rd  to  Mar.  29th  (many  observers)  ; 
an  immature  drake  from  Nov.  29th  to  Dec.  17th  (jfwb,  ji).  Walton  Res., 
a  drake  on  Dec.  15th  (aggt). 


56  Tufted  Duck 

M  An  account  by  ehg  of  the  breeding,  fledging  and  moulting  of  this  species 
in  St.  James’s  Park,  Inner  London,  in  the  years  1953-55  is  being  published 
in  British  Birds. 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given  below  : 

E*  Dagenham  G.P.,  two  pairs  throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  nesting 
probably  attempted  by  one  (bph).  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  two  pairs  through¬ 
out  breeding  season  but  no  proof  of  breeding  (jlfp).  Nazeing  G.P., 
11  pairs  present,  at  least  five  nesting  successfully  (jlfp).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  four  pairs  bred  successfully  (wcd). 

H  Broxbourne  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  (dah,  jlfp).  Maple  Cross,  three  pairs 
bred  successfully  (igj), 

M  Kempton  Res.,  one  pair  bred  (nfs). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  two  pairs  bred  (fjh). 

S  Barnes  Pond,  five  pairs  bred  successfully  (rhm,  abmm).  Richmond  Park 
at  least  two  pairs  bred  (edb,  abmm).  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  a 
pair  hatched  five  young,  of  which  two  survived.  This  is  apparently  the 
first  breeding  record  for  the  park  ( jnar)  . 

Recoveries  of  ringed  birds  notified  during  the  year  are  given  below  : 


Ringed 

c.  22.10.53,  at  St.  James’s  Park  as 
adult  by  tlb 

31.12.52,  St.  James’s  Park,  by  tlb. 

15.12.50,  St.  James’s  Park,  as  adult 
by  tlb. 

21.11.49,  Kensington  Gardens,  by 
dg. 


Recovered 

21.4.55,  found  dead  at  Ollerup, 
Svendborg,  Funen,  Denmark. 

4.1.55,  where  ringed,  released. 

24.8.54,  shot,  near  Riga,  Latvian 
Republic. 

16.5.54,  shot  at  Priozersk  (formerly 
Kexholm) ,  Lake  Ladoga,  U . S. S . R. 
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16.11.49,  Kensington  Gardens,  by  25.5.53,  shot  at  Narinmar,  Menetz, 
DG.  National  District  (Archangel), 

U.S.S.R. 

57  Pochard 

E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  at  least  three  pairs  present  throughout  the  breeding  season, 
one  of  which  bred  successfully  (jlfp)  . 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  half-grown  duckling  with  adult  female 
onjuly  22nd  (hch). 

S  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  bred  (jnar). 

60  Goldeneye 

E  Reported  from  the  Lea  valley  reservoirs  up  to  Mar.  19th,  maximum  12  on 
Jan.  8th  at  King  George  V  Res.,  and  from  Oct.  22nd  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
maximum  15  at  Girling  Res.  on  Dec.  4th  (wcd,  dk,  jlfp,  hwr,  frt). 

H  One  or  two  in  February  and  March  at  Aldenham  Res.  and  Maple  Gross 
(jWD,  IGJ,  BPP,  NHP,  BLS)  ;  a  female  at  Hilfield  Park  Res.  on  several  dates 
from  Sept.  23rd  to  Nov.  20th  (gbdc,  bls,  abs,  ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  22nd  to  Feb.  15th  (mdk, 
ehw).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  19  on  Mar.  20th  (Wildfowl  census).  Staines 
reservoirs,  recorded  up  to  May  7th,  maximum  c.  30  on  Jan.  30th  and 
Apr.  2nd,  and  again  from  Oct.  30th,  maximum  15  on  Dec.  27th  (many 
observers) . 

K  Stone  Marshes,  two  on  Jan.  9th  and  14th  (wih). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  on  several  dates  in  January,  February  and  April, 
and  on  Dec.  20th  and  21st  (gcg,  sk,  jr,  hpm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one  on 
Jan.  16th  and  Oct.  15th  and  two  on  Nov.  27th  (aggt,  dp).  Walton  and 
Molesey  Res.,  up  to  Apr.  3rd,  maximum  1 1  on  that  date,  and  again  from 
Nov.  22nd,  maximum  9  on  Dec.  26th  and  27th  (many  observers). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  *King  George  V  Res.,  six  on  May  28th  (jlfp).  *Walthamstow  Res.,  two 
on  Dec.  11th  (jf).  West  Thurrock  marsh,  a  drake  on  Sept.  10th  (rh). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  a  drake  on  Sept.  17th  and  18th,  one  on  Sept.  23rd,  Uvo 
on  Oct.  14th  and  one  drake  on  the  15th  (gbdc,  abs,  ehw). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  1st  (tlb),  a  drake  on  Sept.  6th  (mfbb),  three  on 
Nov.  27th  and  two  on  Dec.  4th  (cmv  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from  Oct.  30th  to  the  end  of  the  year 
(ree,  ji,  sk,  dwt). 

69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  a  pair  on  Feb.  26th  (fhj,  hpm). 

S  Molesey  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  9th  (jsc). 

70  Goosander 

Recorded  up  to  May  7th  and  from  Nov.  6th  ;  maxima  for  the  main  localities 
only  are  given. 

E’^  Girling  Res.,  21  on  Dec.  31st  (jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  22  on  Mar.  13th 

(jlfp)- 
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M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  20  on  Mar.  20th  (Wildfowl  census).  Staines  reservoirs, 
74  on  Dec.  17th  (cmv). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  c.  30  on  Feb.  1st  (awb).  Island  Barn  Res.,  c.  50  on 
Mar.  13th  (dp).  Walton  and  Molesey  Res.,  145  on  Jan.  30th  (ggg). 

71  Smew 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  17th  and  from  Nov.  17th  ;  unless  otherwise  stated, 
maxim_a  for  the  main  localities  only  are  given. 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  12  on  Jan.  9th  (jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  ten  on 
Jan.  24th  (Wildfowl  census). 

M  Brent  Res.,  126  on  Feb.  13th  (mdk).  Staines  Res.,  ten  on  Mar.  20th 
(Wildfowl  census).  Stoke  Newington  Res.,  11  on  Feb.  20th  (Wildfowl 
census) . 

Inner  London  :  St.  James’s  Park,  one  red-headed  bird  between  Feb.  19th 
and  Mar.  12  th  is  the  only  record  (abmm  et  al.). 

K  Up  to  three  at  Stone  Marshes  on  several  dates  in  January  are  the  only 
records  (wib,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  58  on  Feb.  28th  (ji).  Walton  G.P.,  15  on  Jan.  9th  (dai). 

73  Shelduck 

More  records  than  usual. 

E  Girling  Res.,  14  on  Jan.  9th  (jlfp).  King  George  V  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  9th, 
one  Feb.  27th,  three  Mar.  13th,  seven  adults  on  Aug.  12th,*  16  juveniles  on 
Aug.  14th,*  one  on  Aug.  19th*  (jce,  dah,  jlfp).  *Nazeing  G.P.,  an  adult 
and  two  immatures  flying  N.  on  Aug.  13th,  and  one  immature  on  Sept.  9th 
(pwpb). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  four  on  Aug.  14th  (bls).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  two  juveniles 
on  Aug.  14th  (je).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  5th  (bls).  Sewardstone 
G.P.,  a  juvenile  on  Aug.  14th  (jlfp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  (mdk,  jcl).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  6th 
(dap),  one  on  Mar.  5th  (cmv),  and  ten  on  Sept.  18th  (egp).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  two  on  Feb.  6th,  one  on  Mar.  6th,  and  an  immature  on  Sept.  4th  and 
8th  (hpm,  aggt,  caw  et  al.).  Staines  reservoirs,  six  on  Jan.  9th,  two  on 
Feb.  6th,  one  on  Mar.  12th  and  27th  (gcg,  gls  et  al.)  ;  one  on  Sept.  3rd, 
eight  on  Sept.  4th,  13  flying  W.  on  Sept.  1 1th,  one  on  Oct.  2nd  and  two  on 
Nov.  19th  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  five  on  Jan.  8th,  one  on  the  23rd,  three  on  Mar.  27th,  then 
two  on  many  dates  until  the  end  of  May,  and  one  until  June  13th  (wib,  fjh, 
KHP  et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  in  April  (jfwb,  ecd,  ji,  aggt). 
Beddington  S.F.,  seven  flying  S.  on  Sept.  15th  (bsm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  one 
on  Sept.  25th  (dp). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  adult  and  one  immature  on  Apr.  20th  (bsm).  East 
Ewell,  nineteen  flying  N.  on  Nov.  1st  ;  the  barred  underparts  of  some  were 
clearly  seen  (kde)  . 
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Grey  Geese  (species  not  identified) 

E*  Lea  Valley,  c.  475  in  four  skeins  flying  N.  over  King  George  V  Res.  on 
Mar.  14th  (fr). 

M  Staines  Res.,  six  flying  W.  on  Dec.  17th  (djb,  plb). 

S  Sutton,  c.  40  flying  W.  on  Mar.  25th  (dac). 

82  Canada  Goose 

S  Cobham,  three  at  Painshill  on  May  1st,  and  seven  at  Silvermere  on  July  31st 
(dp).  Godstone,  seven  on  three  dates  from  Aug.  31st  to  Oct.  1st,  and  six 
on  Dec.  29th  (web,  adb,  plgb,  ajh). 

Geese  (species  not  identified). 

M  Inner  London  :  seven  flying  NE.  over  Chiswell  Street,  E.C.l,  on  Mar.  11th 
(wcd). 

85/86  Whooper/Bewick’s  Swan 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  eight  flying  S.  on  Mar.  6th  (fr),  and  eight  flying  S. 
the  same  day  at  Walthamstow  Res.  (wcd). 

H  Cheshunt  Marsh,  eight,  including  two  imniatures,  on  Mar.  6th  (dc). 

86  Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Brent  Res.,  an  immature  on  Mar.  18th  (jfwb).  King  George  Res.,  an 
immature  on  Feb.  20th  (caw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  adults  on  Mar.  10th  (bsm). 

91  Buzzard 

H  Panshanger  Park,  one  on  Dec.  18th  (bls). 

M  Harefield,  single  birds  on  May  25th  and  Sept.  17th  (bpp).  Osterley  Park, 
one  on  Aug.  28th  and  Sept.  11th  (mc,  ljc).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Oct.  24th  (hch). 

K  Knockholt,  one  on  June  12  th  (abcr). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  flying  NW.  on  Nov.  26th  (hpm).  Chipstead,  one  on 
June  11th  (hac,  emh).  Kingswood,  one  on  Sept.  21st  (kde).  Sanderstead, 
one  on  June  6th  (dmk). 

An  injured  Buzzard  found  on  Wimbledon  Common  on  Sept.  3rd  and  taken 
to  the  P.D.S.A.  showed  signs  of  having  been  in  capthdty. 

94  Goshawk 

B/M  Harefield  Moor,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  24th  (jwd,  igj,  bpp)  ;  see  B.B., 
XLVIII,  p.  541. 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  flying  WSW.  accompanied  by  a  flock  of  starlings  on 
Nov.  6th  (eag,  hfg),  was  described  as  similar  in  shape  to  a  sparrow-hawk, 
but  larger,  with  a  long  narrow  tail,  never  splayed  ;  the  general  effect  was 
brown,  but  under-wing  surfaces  mottled  paler  ;  the  upper-parts  were  not 
seen  ;  the  flight  action  was  a  powerful,  though  not  very  fast,  flapping  flight  ; 
there  was  no  sign  of  jesses  on  its  legs. 

104  Hobby 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  single  birds  on  four  dates  from  May  7th  to  July  21st 
(jlfp,  fr). 
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M  Many  records  of  single  birds  in  the  Staines  area  from  May  to  October  (many 
observers) .  One  found  dead  on  Staines  Moor  on  May  8th  (bar)  . 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  27th,  28th  and  30th,  two  on  Sept,  13th  (mjc,  kde, 
aq}.  Leatherhead,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (aq^).  Old  Coulsdon,  one  on 
Apr.  29th  (web).  Tadworth,  one  on  May  11th  (kde). 

105  Peregrine 

E*  Hainault  Forest,  one  on  Mar.  13th  (mrc,  rl). 

M  Stanwell,  one  gliding  in  circles  over  Spout  Wood  on  Nov.  12th  was  appar¬ 
ently  feeding  on  small  prey  held  in  its  talons  (jwd).  Inner  London  : 
Bloomsbury,  one  over  Gower  St.  on  May  31st  (pjkb).  Regent’s  Park,  two 
on  Mar.  16th  (hch). 

107  Merlin 

E*  Hainault  Forest,  one  to  two  Apr.  7th  to  9th  (not). 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  (bls)  and  a  male  on  June  2nd  (ehw). 

M  Scratch  Wood,  a  male  on  Dec.  10th  (ehw). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  May  7th  and  8th  (fjh). 

S  Oxshott,  a  male  at  Prince’s  Coverts  on  Dec.  31st  (kde). 

110  Kestrel 

E  One  ringed  as  young  near  Ilford  on  8.7.54  by  mrc  was  shot  at  Noyers-St.- 
Martin,  Oise,  France,  about  10.3.55. 

M  Inner  London  ;  a  pair  laid  eggs  in  one  of  the  towers  of  the  Imperial 
Institute,  South  Kensington,  but  failed  to  hatch  young  (rwh,  ret). 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

E  Present  throughout  the  year  in  most  suitable  parts  of  the  Lea  valley  ;  in 
the  Nazeing  and  Fishers  Green  areas  outnumbers  the  Partridge  by  about 
ten  to  one  (rjl,  JLFp).  Also  outnumbers  the  Partridge  at  Hog-Hill, 
Hainault  (acp). 

H  Bred  in  the  Lea  valley  at  Broxbourne,  Cheshunt,  and  Hoddesdon  ;  at 
Broxbourne  outnumbers  Partridge  by  at  least  three  to  one  (jlfp).  Several 
pairs  also  bred  in  the  Napsbury-Old  Parkbury  area  (ehw)  . 

M  Bred  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (prc),  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Enfield  Lock,  Harefield,  and  Ponders  End  (jlfp,  bpp). 

K  The  information  received  is  insufficient  to  indicate  whether  the  status  given 
in  the  L.B.R.,  18,  p.  14  is  being  maintained.  A  pair  was  seen  at  Bromley 
Common  on  May  20th  (awb). 

S  Bred  at  Chessington  and  at  Esher  S.F.  (dp),  and  at  Leatherhead  (hd). 
Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Molesey  (ph). 

120  Water  Rail 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  present  throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  on  June  12th, 
two  adults  and  six  very  small  young  were  seen  (bpa,  bsm,  res)  .  Several  were 
heard  calling  loudly  early  in  the  morning  of  June  19th  at  Leatherhead  Cress 
Beds  (hd)  . 

Reported  out  of  the  breeding  season  at  the  following  : 
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E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  Romford  S.F.,  Sewardstone  G.P. 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  Maple  Cross,  Moor  Mill  G.P.,  Napsbury-  S.F.,  Waltham 
Cross  S.F.,  and  Watford. 

M  Brent  Res.,  Enfield  Lock  G.P.,  Ffampstead  Heath,  Hampton  Court  Park, 
Staines  Moor,  and  Uxbridge. 

K  Ruxley  G.P. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  Beddington  S.F.,  Epsom  S.F.,  Fetcham  Ponds,  Lonsdale 
Road  Res.,  and  Richmond  Park. 

121  Spotted  Crake 

S  -  Epsom  S.F.,  one  seen  at  close  range  on  Dec.  11th;  the  crown,  nape  and  tail 
were  dark  brown,  the  rest  of  the  upperparts  dark  brown  streaked  with  black 
or  very  dark  brown,  and  faintly  streaked  white  ;  the  throat  and  breast  were 
greyish  ;  the  breast  and  sides  of  the  neck  were  more  conspicuously  streaked 
with  white  than  the  upperparts  ;  the  flanks  were  barred  with  white  and 
dark  brown  ;  the  rest  of  the  underparts  were  not  seen,  and  the  leg  colour  was 
obscured  by  mud  ;  the  short  bill  was  reddish  at  the  base  and  yellowish  at 
the  distal  half,  but  was  not  so  brightly  coloured  as  a  Moorhen’s  ;  the  bird 
was  much  smaller  than  a  Moorhen  (kde). 

123/124  Baillon’s/Little  Crake 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  on  Nov.  13th,  a  small  crake,  about  the  size  of  a  Starling, 
was  discovered  by  bsm  in  an  overgrown  sewage  dyke.  Later  he  and  bpa 
by  approaching  from  opposite  directions  were  able  to  come  within  ten  feet, 
but  even  at  this  range  were  unable  to  get  good  views,  as  it  dashed  back  and 
forth  across  the  dyke  with  surprising  rapidity.  The  upper-parts  were  warm 
brown,  streaked  darker,  the  under-parts  dark  slate-blue.  The  face  was 
bright,  almost  cobalt,  blue,  the  blue  extending  up  to  the  narrow  brown  crown. 
The  bill  was  short,  but  its  colour  and  that  of  the  legs  was  not  seen.  No 
barring  was  seen  on  the  flanks,  which  would  indicate  that  the  bird  ^vas  a 
male  Little  Crake  ;  but  as  the  views  obtained  ^vere  very  brief,  barring  could 
have  been  overlooked,  and  the  observers  have  agreed  to  the  record  being 
published  as  either  Baillon’s  or  Little  Crake. 

126  Moorhen 

M  Inner  London  :  Kensington  Gardens,  a  juvenile  seen  on  June  20th  repairing 
a  damaged  nest  with  material  brought  by  an  adult  (rwh).  See  B.B., 
VoL  XLVIII,  p.  414. 

127  Coot 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  four  pairs  nested,  two  rearing  young  ; 
St.  James’s  Park,  the  high  nesting  population  of  1954  was  exceeded,  28  pairs 
building  nests,  13  hatching  young,  four  being  second-brooded,  but  only 
25  young  are  known  to  have  been  reared  (sc,  hch,  ewh). 

S  Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  three  pairs  reared  young  (jnar). 

131  Oystercatcher 

E  Walthamstow  Res.,  three  on  Aug.  17th  (jf). 
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M  King  George  VI  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  28th  (hpm,  cmv). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (jfwb),  and  Dec.  10th  (rhm).  Bedding- 
ton  S.F.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  8th  and  Sept.  13th  (bsm).  Walton  Res.,  two 
on  Apr.  11th  (dai). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

E  Romford  S.F.,  four  on  Oct.  2nd  (rrs).  Sewardstone  G.P.,  one  or  two  on 
several  dates  in  March,  June  and  August  (jce,  dah,  Jlfp).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  one  on  Aug.  25th  and  26th  (jf). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (ehw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  eight  on 
May  14th,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  July  17th  to  Sept.  26th  (six 
observers).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  three  May  15th,  two  Sept.  4th,  one  Nov.  6th 
(dah,  jlfp).  Watford,  one  to  three  on  three  dates  in  April  (jdm). 

M  Brent  Res.,  up  to  five  Sept.  2nd  to  7th,  and  one  on  Dec.  6th  (gbdc,  ehw). 
Enfield  Lock,  one  May  7th,  three  May  8th  and  seven  on  the  15th  (dah, 
jlfp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  ;  spring  passage.  Mar.  27th  to  June  5th,  maximum 
39  on  May  22nd  ;  autumn  passage,  July  29th  to  Oct.  9th,  maximum  22  on 
Aug.  21st  ;  one  on  Oct.  23rd  and  Nov.  20th  (many  observers).  Ponders 
End  S.F.,  up  to  four  on  several  dates  from  Aug.  21st  to  Oct.  9th  (jce,  jf, 
jlfp).'  Staines  Res.,  up  to  12  on  several  dates  in  September  and  October 
(pRC,  CAW,  et  al.). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  spring  passage,  up  to  four  Apr.  8th  to  June  7th  ;  autumn 
passage,  July  15th  to  Aug.  28th,  maximum  48  on  Aug.  13th  ;  20  on  Nov.  6th 

(WIB,  FJH,  KHP,  HMP,  RCS) . 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  single  birds  on  May  14th  and  Aug.  30th  (hpm)  .  Beddington 
S.F.,  single  birds  on  Apr.  1st,  Aug.  14th  and  Nov.  10th,  three  on  Aug.  6th 
(bsm)  . 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

About  25  pairs  spent  the  summer  in  the  Area  and  eighteen  of  these  are 
known  to  have  nested  ;  these  figures  compare  with  18  and  9  respectively  for 
1954  and  are  the  highest  yet  recorded. 

E*  At  least  ten  pairs  were  present  at  four  sites  and  nine  pairs  are  knov/n  to 
have  nested.  Breeding  success,  however,  was  low  and  there  were  many 
repeat  clutches  ;  of  1 7  clutches  found  only  eight  hatched  and  it  is  probable 
that  less  than  20  young  fledged.  One  pair  nested  four  times,  each  time 
unsuccessfully.  Sucked  eggs  indicated  avian  or  animal  predators  but, 
despite  the  Wild  Birds  Protection  Act,  there  were  also  indications  of  human 
predation.  There  were  three  certain  cases  of  birds  laying  again  while  the 
first  young  were  still  alive  and  in  one  instance  chicks  from  both  broods  were 
fledged  successfully.  The  first  bird  was  seen  on  Mar.  27th  [cf.  Middlesex) 
and  the  last  on  Oct.  4th.  Between  these  dates  birds,  some  of  which  may 
have  been  on  passage,  were  occasionally  seen  at  sewage  farms  and  reservoirs 
in  the  Lea  valley  and  elsewhere  (jlfp,  dah,  aps)  . 

H  A  pair  nested  at  the  same  gravel  pit  as  in  1954,  but  only  one  young  appears 
to  have  reached  the  free-flying  stage  (bls).  Two  pairs  were  seen  in  May  at 
another  gravel  pit  and  a  clutch  of  four  eggs  was  found  but  the  site  was  not 
visited  again  (aps).  One  to  three  frequented  the  Hilfield  Park  Res.  between 
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June  and  September  but  were  apparently  prevented  from' breeding  when  the 
reservoir  was  flooded  ;  two  were  seen  at  the  nearby  Aldenham  Res.  in 
July  and  August  (bls,  ehw  et  al.).  Elsewhere,  several  were  seen  at 
Hoddesdon  S.F.  in  May  and  again  in  July,  August  and  September  with  a 
maximum  of  nine  on  Aug.  28th  (jlfp,  dah). 

M  One  to  four  were  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  from  Mar.  27th  to  Sept.  26th  ; 
display  and  coition  were  observed  but  there  was  no  proof  of  breeding  ; 
eight  were  present  on  Apr.  8th  and  six  on  Apr.  10th  and  11th  (many 
observers).  The  fact  that  only  one  bird  was  recorded  (bar)  from  the 
Thames  Valley  gravel  pits  seems  likely  to  have  been  due  to  lack  of  observa¬ 
tion — E.  R.  Parrinder  is  willing  to  give  directions  to  volunteers  to  visit  these 
pits  in  1957.  An  immature  bird  was  seen  at  King  George  VI  Res.  Sept. 
18-2 1st  (caw)  and  two  immatures  at  Brent  Res.  on  Aug.  21st  (prk),  where 
two  were  also  seen  on  Sept.  4th  (gbdc).  Elsewhere  in  the  county,  two  pairs 
frequented  a  previously  unrecorded  gravel  pit  and  one  pair  is  known  to 
have  nested  unsuccessfully.  At  the  Ponders  End  S.F.  there  were  two  on 
May  1st  and  7th  and  one  on  May  14th  and  June  4th  (jlfp,  dah). 

K  A  pair  nested  at  the  original  gravel  pit  but  the  eggs  were  robbed  (fjh). 
Elsewhere,  three  out  of  four  pairs  present  in  one  area  are  known  to  have 
nested  but  there  are  no  records  of  free-flying  young  ( per  fhg)  ;  at  least  one 
pair  was  present  in  another  area  and  three  eggs,  which  subsequently  dis¬ 
appeared,  were  found  in  a  shallow  depression  in  the  middle  of  a  cinder 
track  (fjh). 

S  A  pair  bred  and  reared  one  chick  at  a  gravel  pit  (dp).  At  Beddington  S.F. 
one  was  seen  on  July  3rd,  three  on  July  4th  and  one  on  Sept.  1st  (bsm). 

139  Grey  Plover 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  9th  (cmv).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Mar.  27th  (cmv)  ;  one  from  Sept.  16th  to  Oct.  3rd,  six  on  Oct.  8th,  and 
four  on  the  9jh.  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  1st  and  four  on  the  9th 
^vere  probably  the  same  birds  as  those  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  (many 
observers) . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  8th  (bsm).  Epsom  S.F.,  three  on  Aug.  10th 
(kdf). 

140  Golden  Plover 

Only  the  larger  flocks  are  given  below. 

E  *  Large  numbers  were  seen  only  at  Fairlop  aerodrome,  where  maxima  of 
800  were  recorded  on  Mar.  28th  and  Nov.  27th  (mrc).  There  were  46  at 
Romford  S.F.  on  Jan.  8th  and  40  on  the  9th,  and  smaller  numbers  later  in 
January  and  in  March  (rrs). 

H  Cheshunt  Marsh,  100  with  Lapwings  on  Feb.  17th  and  18th  (fb).  Hatfield 
c.  50  on  Feb.  15th  (afm).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  c.  35  on  April  5th  and  c.  120 
on  Dec.  18th  (jlfp).  Shenleybury,  c.  300  present  until  early  April  ;  again 
present  from  September,  and  c.  300  by  the  end  of  the  year  (djth,  ehw). 

M  Harmondsworth,  250-300  on  Feb.  6th  (bpp).  London  Airport,  the  largest 
flock  seen  on  the  airfield  was  40  +  on  Dec.  30th,  but  c.  60  passed  over 
Staines  on  Feb.  9th  flying  towards  the  airfield  (jfwb,  ji). 
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K  Swanscombe  Marshes,  27  on  Oct.  16th  (wib)  is  the  only  record  for  Kent. 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  44  on  Jan.  5th  and  6th  was  the  largest  flock  seen  (bpa,  ajh, 
BSM,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  34  on  Mar.  6th  and  26  on  the  13th  (mjc,  kde,  aq). 

142  Dotterel 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  four  flying  SE.  calling  on  Aug.  1st  (hpm,  caw).  Both 
observers  are  experienced  with  previous  knowledge  of  this  species. 

143  Turnstone 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  May  7th  and  8th,  six  on  the  22nd,  two  on  the  25th,  and 
one  on  the  29th  ;  three  on  Aug.  14th  and  28th,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (many 
observers).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  and  Oct.  25th  (seven 
observers) . 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  8th  and  eight  on  the  13th  (bpa,  bsm,  res, 
HTMw).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  18th  (sk). 

145  Snipe 

Breeding  season  records  and  large  flocks  only  are  given. 

E*  Hornchurch  Chase,  one  drumming  in  mid-June  (msf).  Sewardstone  G.P., 
five  pairs  throughout  the  breeding  season  but  no  proof  of  breeding  ;  230  on 
Dec.  17th  (jeep). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  five  pairs  throughout  the  breeding  season,  but  nesting  not 
proven  ;  80-100  from  September  to  the  end  of  the  year  (jeep).  Waltham 
Cross  S.F.,  c.  120  on  Dec.  3rd  (jeep). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  99  on  Feb.  6th  (caw),  and  100-150  in  November  and 
December  (peb,  djb,  aggt).  Staines  Moor,  four  pairs  bred  and  another 
pair  present  (hpm).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  two  over  the  playing 
fields  on  Nov.  2nd  (hch). 

K  Darenth  G.P.,  one  pair  bred  (wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  c.  350  in  early  January  ;  600  +  on  the  8th  following  a 
heavy  snowfall  ;  up  to  c.  450  during  the  rest  of  January  ;  c.  350  throughout 
February,  and  c.  300  during  March  ;  two  pairs  bred  ;  from  c.  70  on  Oct.  9th, 
the  numbers  rose  to  c.  450  on  Nov.  20th  ;  thereafter  the  numbers  were  excep¬ 
tional,  c.  1,000  on  Nov.  27th,  c.  1,500  on  Dec.  1 1th,  and  1,000  to  1,200  until 
the  end  of  the  year  ;  from  October  to  December,  a  daytime  roost  centred  on 
a  field  of  winter  wheat,  the  highest  counts  being  861  on  Nov.  27th  and  1296 
on  Dec.  11th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  c.  150  on  Feb.  20th,  c.  180  on 
Mar.  27th,  c.  400  on  Dec.  3rd  (mjc,  kde,  aq,). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

Records  of  from  one  to  three  were  frequent  from  January  to  April  and  from 
October  to  December.  Details  of  some  larger  numbers  are  given  below. 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  up  to  eight  from  Oct.  23rd  to  the  end  of  the  year  (rrs). 
Sewardstone  G.P.,  seven  on  Oct.  29th  and  Nov.  13th,  eight  on  Nov.  27th 
and  11  on  Dec.  11th  (jce,  dah,  jeep). 

M  Inner  London  :  Cripplegate,  one  flushed  from  a  bombed  site  on  Apr,  23rd 
(PWEC,  emh). 


18 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  ten  on  Mar.  6th  and  20th  ;  from  Oct.  2nd  the  numbers 
fluctuated  between  three  and  22,  the  latter  number  being  present  on 
Nov.  20th  (dah,  Jlfp).  Waltham  Cross  S.F.,  14  on  Nov.  20th  and  eight  on 
the  27th  (dah,  jlfp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  the  maximum  during  the  period  January  to  April  17th 
was  33  on  Feb.  20th  ;  up  to  four  Oct.  9th  to  mid-Nov.  but  64  on  Nov.  20th  ; 
a  week  later  numbers  had  decreased  considerably,  16-22  remaining  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  up  to  40  Jan.  to  Mar.,  the  last 
seen  four  on  Apr.  23rd  ;  one  on  Sept.  8th  ;  common  again  from  Oct.  8th, 
the  maximum  being  c.  20  on  Dec.  31st  (mjc,  kde,  aq,  JDw).  Esher  S.F., 
five  on  Mar.  13th  (dp). 

148  Woodcock 

A  few  records  of  from  one  to  three  during  the  periods  January  to  April  and 
September  to  December.  Other  records  are  given  below,  and  all  records 
for  Inner  London. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  heard  calling  frequently  at  dusk  on  June  18th  and 
on  three  dates  in  August  (abs). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  on  May  22nd  (ehw).  Inner  London  :  one  flushed  in 
Kensington  Gardens  on  Mar.  16th  ;  one  picked  up  in  St.  James’s  Square, 
S.W.l,  on  or  about  Nov.  23rd  ;  and  one  seen  flying  amongst  the  chimney 
pots  near  Pinner  Hall,  E.G.2,  on  Nov.  25th  (jrca,  rwh,  awm). 

S  Banstead  Heath,  one  on  May  15th  (hb,  jk).  Bookham  Common,  at  least 
four  pairs  present  on  June  18th  (hd).  Esher  Common,  several  pairs  in 
June  and  July  (hd)  ;  three  pairs  during  the  breeding  season  (ph). 
Mickleham,  one  roding  at  Juniper  Top  on  May  16th  and  24th  (gmc). 
Oxshott,  three  roding  throughout  June  at  Prince’s  Coverts  (mjc,  kde,  Aq). 

150  Curlew 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year,  most  frequently  in  March  and  in 
August  and  September,  but  the  maximum  seen  was  32  in  three  parties  at 
Stone,  Kent,  on  July  2nd  (wib). 

151  Whimbrel 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  four  flying  S.  on  Aug.  14th  (dk).  King  George  V  Res., 
two  flying  S.  on  Aug.  14th  (jlfp).  Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  5th  (pwpb). 

H  Old  Parkbury,  two  on  July  24th  (gbdc).  Waltham  Cross  S.F.,  one  on 
May  15th  (jce). 

M  Highgate,  one  heard  calling  as  it  flew  over  at  night  on  Aug.  29th  (mfbb). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  flying  N.  on  July  24th  (irb,  wht)  ;  one  on  Sept.  17th 
(SK,  gw). 

K  Hartford  Marshes,  two  on  May  1st  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  14th  (res). 

154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

M  Perry  Oaks,  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  20th  (padh)  ;  three  on  Aug.  21st  (ree). 

K  Slades  Green,  one  on  the  saltings  on  July  24th  (jkg). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  Aug.  26th  and  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (bsm).  Epsom 
S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  25th  (kde). 
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155  Bar-tailed  Godwit 

M  One  in  the  London  Airport-Perry  Oaks  S.F. -Staines  reservoirs  area  from 
Sept.  4th  to  20th  (many  observers). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Again  recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year.  During  the  winter  months  not 
more  than  four  birds  were  seen  together,  but  on  the  spring  passage  up  to 
seven,  and  on  the  autumn  passage  up  to  30.  Details  of  some  of  the  largest 
numbers,  which  occurred  at  the  end  of  July  and  in  August,  are  given  below. 
E  Nazeing  G.P.,  11  or  12  on  Aug.  14th  (pwpb).  *Rainham  Marsh,  30  on 
July  27th  (bph),  and  c.  20  on  Aug.  14th  (rh). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  c.  30  on  Aug.  14th,  and  17  on  the  21st  ;  Waltham  Cross 
S.F.,  10  on  Aug.  24th  (jlfp). 

S  Esher  S.F.,  10  on  Aug.  1 1th  and  14th  (dp). 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

There  were  several  spring  records,  which  are  unusual  for  the  London  area. 
E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (jf).  *Nazeing  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  and 
Sept.  9th  (pwpb).  *Sewardstone  G.P.,  one  on  May  28th  and  29th  (jlfp), 
and  one  on  Aug.  20th  (jce). 

H  Barnet,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (gbdc).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  3rd 
(abs,  gbdc).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  May  29th  (dah,  jlfp).  Old  Park- 
bury,  one  on  July  9th  (gbdc). 

M  Enfield  Lock  G.P.,  one  on  May  28th  and  29th  (dah).  Perry  Oaks  S.F., 
one  on  May  8th,  tv^^o  on  the  22nd  and  one  on  the  29th  ;  from  two  to  eight 
during  the  period  Aug.  13th  to  22nd  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  Aug.  10th  to  14th  (dk,  jf). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  12th,  13th  and  15th,  but  three  on  the  14th  ; 
one  on  Aug.  27th  and  28th,  and  one  on  Sept.  12th  (bpa,  web,  bsm,  res). 
Esher  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  24th  (ph).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from 
Aug.  17th  to  24th  (jfwb,  ji,  hpm). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  9th  to  May  29th  ;  autumn  passage  June  28th  to 
October,  with  a  number  of  stragglers  in  November.  Other  records  are 
given  below. 

H  Old  Parkbury,  as  in  1954,  a  pair  bred  at  a  gravel  pit  ;  the  nest  was  found, 
and  at  least  two  young  were  reared  (ehw).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  or  two  on 
Dec.  18th  (dah). 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  28th  and  31st  (jwd,  mdk). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  17th  (ji). 

161  Redshank 

All  breeding  records,  and  winter  records  other  than  for  the  Thames  marshes, 
are  given  below. 

E  Romford  S.F.,  single  birds  Jan.  8th-23rd  and  in  first  three  weeks  of 
November  (rrs).  West  Thurrock  Marsh,  four  to  five  pairs  present  during 
the  breeding  season,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  obtained  (rh). 
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H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  c.  four  pairs  bred  ;  Waltham  Cross  S.F.,  two  to  four  pairs 
probably  attempted  breeding  (jlfp). 

M  Enfield  Lock  G.P.,  three  to  four  pairs  probably  bred  (jlfp).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  six  on  Feb.  9th  (nfs).  Staines  Moor,  one  on  Feb.  20th  (caw)  ;  two 
pairs  bred  (hpm). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  probably  six  pairs  bred  (fjh).  Swanscombe,  five  or  six 
pairs  breeding  in  a  chalk  quarry  (wji) . 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  Jan.  6th  to  30th  ;  eight  pairs  bred  (bpa,  bsm,  res). 
Epsom  S.F.,  two  pairs  bred  (hb,  mjc,  kde,  a^}.  Hersham  S.F.,  seven  on 
Jan.  19th  (ph). 


162  Spotted  Redshank 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  7th  and  three  on  Aug.  28th  (dah,  jlfp). 
Maple  Cross,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (jwd,  bpp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  and  9th  (irb,  hab,  bwc)  ;  one  to  three 
Sept.  12th  to  18th  (many  observers). 

165  Greenshank 

E  *Girling  Res.,  one  or  two  during  September  and  up  to  Oct.  9th  (jce,  jlfp) 
but  eight  on  Sept.  4th  (frt).  *King  George  V  Res.,  seen  regularly  from 
Aug.  27th  to  Oct.  8th,  maximum  seven  on  Aug.  29th  (dk,  jlfp).  *Nazeing 
G.P.,  one  on  May  15th  (dah,  jlfp)  ;  one  on  several  dates  in  August,  two 
on  Sept.  3rd  (pwpb).  Rainham  Marsh,  one  on  July  27th  (bph).  *Romford 
S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (rrs).  *Sewardstone  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  14th,  one 
Aug.  25th  and  28th  (dah,  jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  July  23rd,  three 
Sept.  10th,  and  one  on  the  19th  (jf). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  1st  (ehw).  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  to  two 
from  Aug.  19th  to  Sept.  17th  (gbdc,  igj,  bls,  ehw).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one 
May  1st,  six  Aug.  14th  and  21st  and  one  on  the  28th  (dah,  jlfp).  Waltham 
Cross  S.F.,  three  on  Aug.  14th  and  pne  on  Sept.  4th  (jlfp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  4th  (gbdc).  East  Bedfont,  three  flying  W.  on 
Sept.  25th  (pwpb).  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (pwpb).  Ponders 
End  S.F.,  one  to  two  Sept.  10th  to  Oct.  2nd  (jlfp).  Staines  reservoirs  and 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  many  records  of  one  to  three  from  Aug.  10th  to  Oct.  16th 
(many  observers)  ;  one  at  Perry  Oaks  on  Apr.  23rd  (mdk). 

K  Hartford  Marshes,  one  on  July  24th  (wib).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  21st 

(fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Aug.  11th  to  Sept.  11th; 
six  on  Aug.  23rd  (jfwb,  mc,  sk,  hpm).  Beddington  S.F.,  five  on  Sept.  4th 
(bsm).  Epsom  S.F.,  two  on  Sept.  1st  and  one  on  the  2nd  (mjc,  kde). 
Esher  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  and  24th  (dp). 


169  Knot 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  7th  and  8th  (abs,  ehw). 

M  London  Airport,  three  on  Apr.  1st  (hab).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Mar.  27th  (seven  observers),  one  on  Apr.  9th  (mdk)  ;  one  on  Sept.  22nd 
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and  23rd  and  Oct.  23rd  and  26th  (many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Sept.  26th  (jfwb). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  to  eight  from  Jan.  8th  to  Feb.  12th  (wib,  fjh,  khp). 

171  Little  Stint 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  6th  and  7th  (ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  June  5th  (fhj,  hpm)  ;  one  on  July  31st  and  two  on 
Aug.  8rd  (mdk,  wnm),  up  to  six,  Sept.  6th  to  Oct.  9th  (many  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Jan.  30th  ;  one  on  Aug.  13th  (wib). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from 
Sept.  9th  to  27th  (ree,  sg,  ji,  fhj,  cmp,  caw). 

178  Dunlin 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  May  7th  (jlfp).  Romford  S.F.,  two  on 
Jan.  23rd  and  one  Nov.  19th-20th  (rrs).  Sewardstone,  one  on  Sept.  10th 
(jlfp).'  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  17th  (jf).  West  Thurrock  Marsh, 
c.  ten  on  Nov.  13th  (mje),  15  on  Dec.  10th  (lw). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  two  on  July  24th  and  one  on  Aug.  19th  (gbdg,  ehw). 
Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  to  three  on  several  dates  from  Aug.  3rd  to  Oct.  2nd 
(gbdg,  abs,  ehw).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  three  Apr.  24th,  and  single  birds  on 
May  15th,  July  24th  and  Aug.  28th  (dah,  jlfp).  Old  Parkbury,  one  on 
Oct.  15th  and  16th  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  to  two  Sept.  2nd  to  14th  (gbdg,  ehw).  Enfield  Lock  G.P., 
seven  on  May  7th  and  four  on  the  8th  (dah,  jlfp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  seven 
on  Jan.  9th,  two  on  Jan.  30th  (fhj,  hpm)  ;  spring  passage  Mar.  20th  to 
June  5th,  maximum  c.  40  on  May  7th  (many  observers)  ;  one  on  June  26th 
(gjj)  ;  autumn  passage  from  July  17th  to  Nov.  5th,  maximum  c.  20  on 
Oct.  1st  (many  observers)  ;  two  on  Dec.  29th  (dwt).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  to  two  July  25th  to  28th,  one  Sept.  10th  and  17th  (wgd,  jce,  jf,  jlfp). 
Staines  reservoirs,  three  on  Apr.  23rd,  five  on  Aug.  21st,  one  on  Sept.  26th 
and  two  on  Nov.  13th  (prc,  fhj,  dimw). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year  except  September  and 
October,  maximum  14  on  Mar.  12th  (wib,  fjh,  khp,  hmp,  rcs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  up  to  seven  on  several  dates  from  Apr.  22nd  to  May  18th 
(six  observers)  ;  one  on  Aug.  7th  and  Sept.  3rd  and  4th  (fhj,  rhm,  wht). 
Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  16th,  one  Feb.  26th  to  Mar.  6th  and  on 
Mar.  27th  ;  eleven  Aug.  6th  and  two  on  Sept.  1st  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom 
S.F.,  one  to  two  from  Sept.  9th  to  15th  (kde). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  six  from  Sept.  1st  to  Oct.  2nd  (many  observers). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  one  in  summer  plumage  from  Apr.  4th  to  27th  (re,  ree). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  10th  (res). 
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181  Sanderling 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  May  7th  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  three  on  May  22nd,  one  on  May  29th  and  Aug.  31st  (so, 
HPM,  FHj,  RS,  CMv).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  May  8th  and  four  on  May  12th 
(ji).  King  George  VI  Res.,  four  on  May  22nd  (hpm). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  May  7th  (fjh).  Swanscombe  Marshes,  two  on 
May  22nd  (ecd). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  single  birds  on  Feb.  24th  and  26th,  Apr.  22nd,  and  May  9th 
and  10th  (plgb,  ji,  hpm,  abmm). 

184  Ruff 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  8th  and  23rd,  and  in  the  second  hall  of 
December  (rrs). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  to  five  Aug.  14th  to  Sept.  4th  (dah,  jlfp).  Waltham 
Cross  S.F.,  one  Sept.  1st  to  4th  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  birds  were  present  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but 
on  Jan.  30th  there  were  21  ;  from  that  date  the  numbers  fluctuated  around 
this  figure  until  the  third  week  of  April,  with  a  maximum  of  c.  30  in  the  first 
half  of  April  ;  the  last  seen  was  one  on  May  30th  ;  return  migration  was 
first  noted  on  July  10th,  but  the  numbers  did  not  exceed  12  until  December, 
and  c.  20  were  present  at  the  end  of  the  year  (many  observers).  Staines 
Moor,  one  on  July  31st  and  two  on  Sept.  18th  (gb,  hpm).  Staines  Res., 
two  on  Apr.  23rd  (fhj).  King  George  VI  Res.,  five  on  Oct.  9th,  two  on 
Dec.  8th  (jfwb,  caw). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  up  to  three  in  January,  six  on  Feb.  11th  and  20th,  one  on 
Mar.  29th  ;  five  on  Dec.  17th  (wib,  jfwb,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Jan.  15th,  Feb.  20th  and  Apr.  20th,  and  three  on 
Apr.  21st  and  22nd  ;  one  on  July  24th  and  two  on  Aug.  7th  (bpa,  lbe,  bsm, 
res).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  Jan.  16th,  five  Jan.  23rd  ;  single  birds  on  Aug.  27th 

and  Sept.  7th  (mjc,  kde,  aq^,  jdw).  Leatherhead,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (dap), 

\  * 

185  Avocet 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  May  19th  (bsm). 

186  Black-winged  Stilt 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  circled  the  farm  for  about  five  minutes  on  Aug.  17th, 
but  did  not  settle  (bsm).  Epsom  S.F.,  two  settled  on  a  flooded  field  in  the 
evening  of  September  9th,  but  were  not  there  the  following  day  (kde). 
Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  both  records. 

187  Grey  Phalarope 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  a  bird  seen  from  Oct.  20th  to  25th  by  two  watermen  at  the  farm 
was  reported  to  kde.  It  was  described  as  like  a  miniature  gull,  and  charac¬ 
ters  noted  were  remarkable  tameness,  the  habit  of  “  spinning,”  and  the 
very  pale  grey  upperparts. 

189  Stone  Curlew 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  heard  calling  after  dark  on  Apr.  13th  as  it  flew  NE.  (ehw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  flying  E.  calling  on  Aug.  23rd  (res). 
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199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

The  exceptional  numbers  noted  at  Beddington  S.F.  in  December,  1954  (see 
L.B.R.  19,  p.  28,  and  B.B.  XLVIII,  p.  370)  remained  during  January,  and 
increased  thereafter  ;  details  are  given  below.  The  autumn  passage  was 
very  heavy,  and  details  of  the  larger  numbers  are  given. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  1,500+  on  Sept.  10th  (jlfp)  and  1,700  on  Oct.  8th  (dah) 
gathering  to  roost. 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  160  on  Aug.  10th,  608  on  Sept.  12th,  223  on  Oct.  2nd 
(bls,  abs).  Counted  on  passage,  not  roosting  (see  B.B.,  XLIX,  p.  306). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  c.  300  on  Oct.  1st  and  600  on  the  17th,  gathering  to 
roost  (cMV,  caw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  maxima  for  the  first  three  months  were  49  on  Jan.  5th, 
91  on  Feb.  12th,  and  119  on  Mar.  5th.  In  the  autumn  there  wei'e  146  on 
Aug.  1st,  but  only  smaller  numbers  until  the  end  of  November  with  r.  175 
on  the  27th  ;  in  December  up  to  100  were  frequently  recorded  but  there 
were  c.  250  on  the  15th  and  c.  410  on  the  25th  (bpa,  adb,  dac,  bsm,  res). 
These  parties  used  the  farm  for  feeding,  but  did  not  roost  there. 

200  Herring  Gull 

E*  The  flock  roosting  at  the  Girling  Res.  on  Dec.  31st  was  estimated  by  jlfp 
at  12,000. 

202  Glaucous  Gull 

M  Brent  Res.,  an  adult  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  26th  (fhj,  jcl, 

HPM,  EHW). 

S  Beddington  S.F.  and  Mitcham  Common,  an  immature  on  several  dates 
from  Jan.  15th  to  Mar.  10th  (bsm,  rww  et  al.). 

203  Iceland  Gull 

S  An  immature  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res.  on  Apr.  1 1th  and  Barn  Elms  Res.  on 
the  12th  (ji,  hpm).  It  was  seen  both  swimming  and  in  flight  at  ranges  down 
to  70  yards,  with  Great  Black-backed,  Lesser  Black-backed  and  Herring 
Gulls.  The  mantle  and  back  feathers,  secondaries,  scapulars,  wing  and  tail 
coverts  were  cream-white  with  buff  edges  ;  the  primaries,  which  projected 
well  beyond  the  tail  and  were  very  pointed,  were  whitish  with  no  trace  of 
buff  ;  the  breast,  throat,  and  nape  were  uniform  cream-white,  darker  on  the 
crown  and  forehead  where  there  was  some  streaking  ;  the  legs  were  a  dirty 
flesh  colour  ;  just  over  one-third  of  the  distal  portion  of  the  bill  was  very 
dark  horn,  the  rest  mid-horn.  It  was  smaller  than  all  except  one  of  the 
Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls  (c.  30)  and  was  slighter  in  build,  with  a  slimmer 
neck  and  slightly  shorter  bill  ;  the  wing-beats  were  noticeably  quicker. 


202/203  Glaucous/Iceland  Gull 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  an  adult  flying  SE.  on  Jan.  30th  (kde)  ;  an  immature  on 
Dec.  3rd  (mjc,  kde). 
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207  Little  Gull 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  an  immature  on  Oct.  22nd,  23rd  and  30th  (gbdc,  bls, 

ABS,  EHW) . 

S  Epsom  S.F.,  an  adult  on  Aug.  31st  (kde). 

208  Black-headed  Gull 

E*  One  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Masedammen,  near  Frosta,  Trondheim,  Norway, 
on  July  2nd,  1955,  was  found  dead  by  jlfp  at  the  Girling  Res.,  on  Dec.  1 1th. 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  c.  220  nests  on  May  22nd  (fhj).  An  adult  ringed  in 
St.  James’s  Park  on  22nd  October,  1953,  by  tlb  was  shot  on  7th  June,  1955, 
near  Resenbro,  Denmark. 

211  Kittiwake 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  14th  and  probably  the  same  bird 
at  Staines  Res.  that  day  (gls).  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  adult  on  Aug.  14th 
(eight  observers)  and  another  on  Oct.  2nd  (cmv). 

S  Walton  G.P.,  two,  seven  and  one  dying  S.  on  Feb.  20th  (kpk).  Barn  Elms 
Res.,  two  on  Jan.  18th  (ji). 

212  Black  Tern 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  nine  on  May  24th,*  four  on  the  29th  and  three  on  the 
30th  ;  one  to  three  on  several  dates  from  July  17th  to  Sept.  10th*  (jce,  dah, 
JLFP,  fr).  *Sewardstone  G.P.,  two  on  Aug.  14th  and  22nd  (jlfp). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  23rd  (jf). 

H  Hildeld  Park  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  24th  (igj)  .  Old  Parkbury,  four  on  May  14th 
(ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  Aug.  18th,  23rd  and  25th,  and  four  on  Sept.  19th  (tlb, 
JFD,  gcg).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  4th  (wnm).  Staines  reservoirs, 
single  birds  on  Apr.  22nd  and  23rd  and  May  8th,  14  on  May  29th  and  two 
on  the  30th,  one  on  June  12th,  and  two  on  the  20th  ;  up  to  eight  on  several 
dates  from  Aug.  14th  to  Sept.  26th  (many  observers). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  Oct.  23rd  to  30th  (fjh,  abcr).  Swanscombe  Marshes, 
dve  on  June  1st  (hmp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  June  10th  ;  single  birds  on  several  dates  from 
July  30th  to  Sept.  13th  (many  observers).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on 
July  29th  (bsm). 

217/8  Gommon/Arctic  Tern 

Both  passages  very  small  ;  spring  from  Apr.  16th  to  June  26th,  autumn  from 
July  30th  to  Oct.  2nd  ;  no  party  larger  than  seven  was  reported. 

222  Little  Tern 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  July  30th  (mc,  ji,  hpm)  ;  ten  on  Sept.  21st 
(dai,  mdk). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E*  Sewardstone  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (jlfp). 

H  Kilfield  Park  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  14th,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  and  four  on  the 
25th  (gbdc,  abs,  ehw). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  22nd  (fhj,  hpm).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one 
on  May  29th  (cmv)  ;  one  on  Sept.  18th  (bpp,  wnm,  caw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (dai).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Oct.  1st 
(res).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (mjc,  kde).  Sutton  waterworks,  two 
on  Sept.  20th  (dac). 

226  Little  Auk 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  from  Oct.  23rd  until  found  dead  on  Oct.  29th  ;  it 
fed  mainly  on  small  fish  (many  observers). 

227  Guillemot 

M/S  Inner  London  :  one  on  the  Thames  between  Westminster  Bridge  and 
Lambeth  Bridge  on  Oct.  8th  (afgw). 

230  Puffin 

M  Inner  London  :  Westminster,  one  found  near  St.  James’s  Park  on  Oct.  16th 
was  later  taken  to  the  Birdkeeper  there,  Mr.  H.  A.  Fooks,  who  kept  it 
successfully  on  Duck  Island  until  April,  1956  (wgt). 

Staines  reservoirs,  an  immature  seen  on  Oct.  2nd  and  23rd  was  recovered 
waterlogged  on  Oct.  25th,  and  taken  to  the  London  Zoo  (ree  et  al.). 

E/K  An  immature  on  the  Thames  oflT  Stone  Marshes  on  Sept.  18th  (ret,  wgt). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  25th  (sk),  and  one  on  Oct.  18th  (ji). 
Inner  London  ;  one  found  outside  the  Union  Jack  Club  in  Waterloo  Road 
on  Oct.  15th  was  taken  to  the  London  Zoo  (jjv). 

232  Stock  Dove 

M/S  Inner  London  ;  Battersea  Park,  three  territories  noted  and  a  young  bird 
seen  on  July  9th  (jnar).  There  were  also  breeding  season  records  from  the 
parks  between  Holland  Park  in  the  west  and  St.  James’s  Park  in  the  east. 

234  Woodpigeon 

M/S  Inner  London  :  at  least  13  pairs  are  known  to  have  nested  or  attempted  to 
nest  on  buildings  in  Bloomsbury,  the  Cripplegate  area.  South  Kensington, 
Southwark  and  Westminster.  Buildings  included  the  Imperial  War 
Museum,  the  Royal  College  of  Science,  the  National  Hospital  and  the 
Leicester  Square  Cinema  (many  observers). 

241  Barn  Owl 

Breeding  was  proved  only  at  Beddington  Park,  Surrey  (bsm). 

247  Tawny  Owl 

M  Inner  London  :  an  owlet  was  found  in  Kensington  Gardens  on  May  4th, 
and  another  was  picked  up  in  the  Green  Park  on  June  29th  (lcjf,  am,  wgt). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

E*  East  Ham,  Plaistow,  one  was  seen  frequently  in  a  low  plane  tree  during  the 
period  Mar.  24th  to  Apr.  8th  (agp). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  19th  (mdk).  *  Walthamstow  Res.,  one 
on  Nov.  13th  (jf). 
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M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  flushed  three  times  on  Apr,  20th  (jfwb).  King 
George  VI  Res.,  one  flushed  from  the  reservoir  edge  on  Oct.  8th  (jwd,  igj, 

BPP). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  up  to  four  Jan.  2nd  to  23rd  (wib,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res,,  one  on  Aug.  14th  and  15th  (jfwb,  ji,  sk,  hpm,  wht). 
Beddington  S.F.,  three  Jan.  1st  to  7th,  two  until  Feb.  6th,  and  one  until 
Mar.  20th  ;  one  on  Aug.  4th,  and  one  from  Nov.  26th  to  early  December 
(bpa,.bsm,  res). 

252  Nightjar 

E  *Epping  Forest,  one  pair  near  Wake  Arms  during  the  breeding  season 
(dah,  RJl).  Little  Warley,  one  present  during  the  summer  (gw). 

H  Arkley,  one  on  May  7  th  (dwt). 

K  Joyden’s  Wood,  one  on  May  30th  (khp).  New  Eltham,  one  on  May  15th 
(rgr). 

S  Chessington,  one  on  June  4th  (hd).  Esher  Common,  four  heard  at  dusk 
on  June  21st  ;  present  during  May,  June  and  July  (jcsf,  hd,  dai,  hpm). 
Headley  Heath,  one  on  June  2nd  (hb).  Limpsfield  Chart,  at  least  six  seen 
and  heard  on  July  30th  (plgb).  Mickleham,  two  heard  at  Juniper  Top  on 
May  16th  (gmc).  Oxshott.  two  pairs  at  Prince’s  Coverts  in  June  (mjc,  kde, 

Aq,  JDW). 

255  Swift 

S  Four  birds  ringed  in  the  Ewell  Court-Epsom  S.F,  district  in  1954  were 
recovered  in  the  same  area  in  1955  (mjc,  kde,  Aq). 

259  Bee-eater 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  flying  low  northwards  on  July  12th.  Long  curved 
bill  ;  yellow  throat,  yellowish-brown  back,  rest  of  plumage  blue,  tinted 
green  ;  long  tail  ;  flight  like  swallow  ;  call,  a  soft  “  cloop.”  Although  it 
was  sunny  the  colours  were  not  bright  (ehw). 

261  Hoopoe 

S  Redhill,  one  in  the  observer’s  garden  on  Mar.  28th  (recw). 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

M/S  Inner  London  :  there  were  records  for  Battersea  Park  and  Regent’s  Park, 
but  the  species  had  apparently  deserted  Holland  Park,  its  former  breeding 
haunt  in  Inner  London. 

263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

M/S  Inner  London  :  a  pair  made  at  least  two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  nest  in 
Kensington  Gardens,  and  there  were  breeding  season  records  for  Battersea 
Park,  Queen’s  Park  and  Regent’s  Park  (chfp  et  al.).  The  plumage  of  a 
female  found  dead  in  St.  James’s  Park  on  Mar.  30th  was  so  soiled  by  the 
atmosphere  that  its  general  appearance  suggested  melanism.  The  white 
feathers  were,  at  their  brightest,  a  grey-white  ;  some  appeared  completely 
grey.  Examination  revealed  anthracosis  of  the  air  sacs  (wcch,  wgt). 
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265  Wryneck 

H  Mimmshall  Wood,  one  on  May  22nd  (pjkb). 

M  Inner  London  :  St.  James’s  Park,  one  seen  on  Aug.  28th  feeding  on  the 
ground  with  House  Sparrows  (jr). 

K  Stone,  one  on  Apr.  23rd  (gjj). 

S  Epsom,  one  on  July  30th  and  one  on  Aug.  9th  (mjg,  kde).  Leatherhead, 
one  on  May  16th  (shc).  Old  Coulsdon,  three  pairs  located  early  in  the 
season,  but  only  two  pairs  after  May  ;  no  evidence  of  breeding  (web). 
Purley,  one  calling  on  Apr.  17th  and  again  a  few  days  later  (hb,jk).  South 
Nutfield,  one  calling  on  Apr.  9th  (rwc).  Warlingham,  one  heard  on 
Apr.  19th  and  20th  (pg).  West  Ewell,  one  on  Aug.  11th  (aq). 

268  White-winged  Lark 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  found  by  bls  on  Aug.  12th  remained  until  the  17th  ; 
the  first  record  for  Hertfordshire  and  for  the  London  Area.  See  B.B.  XLIX, 

р.  41. 

271  Woodlark 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  Epping  Forest,  pairs  at  Ghingford  Plain,  High  Beech,  and  Sewardstonebury 
(jCE,  DAH,  JLFP).  Hainault  Forest,  three  pairs  present  ;  two  nests  with  eggs 
found  on  May  4th  (aps).  Havering,  a  pair  on  June  11th  (ehw).  Weald 
Park,  a  singing  male  during  the  breeding  season  (bph). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  the  resident  pair  did  not  breed  (ehw)  .  Bushey  Park,  two 
singing  males  present  (emg).  Ruislip  Common,  probably  one  pair  (bpp). 

S  Gobham,  one  pair  bred,  but  the  young  did  not  survive  (jcsf).  Richmond 
Park,  five  males  singing,  and  at  least  two  pairs  nested  (edb,  bam).  Shirley 
Hills,  two  singing  males  in  early  April  (adb).  Walton  Heath,  one  pair 
throughout  the  breeding  season  (hb).  Wimbledon  Common,  three  pairs 
bred  ;  another  pair  had  their  nest  destroyed  by  fire,  but  may  have  been 
successful  in  another  locality  (hpm). 

272  Skylark 

E*  Harold  Wood,  on  Oct.  22nd  between  12.50  and  13.15,  and  13.50  and  16.00 
many  small  parties  totalling  740  passed  over  flying  W.  to  NNW.  The 
movement  continued  up  to  Oct.  30th  (rbw). 

M  Feltham,  c.  170  passing  W.  to  NW.  between  08.45  and  10.08  hrs.  on 
Oct.  17th  ;  on  the  24th,  c.  45  flying  W.  to  NW.  between  08.10  and  08.40  hrs. 
(pwpb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  between  08.30  and  09.45  hrs.  on  Feb.  20th  three  parties 
totalling  141  flew  SW.  (hpm).  Beddington  S.F.,  on  Feb.  20th  at  least 
70  flying  WSW.  In  January  the  numbers  at  the  farm  had  risen  during  a 
heavy  snowfall  from  c.  150  at  the  beginning  of  the  month  to  a  maximum  of 

с.  1,000  on  the  15th,  then  fell  to  c.  300  on  the  23rd.  A  further  peak  of  c.  500 
occurred  on  Feb.  26th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  c.  150  on  Feb.  26th 
was  the  largest  flock  of  the  year  (mjg,  kde,  aq,).  Sutton,  60  flying  W.  on 
Oct.  17th  ;  18  NE.  and  26  W.  on  the  23rd  ;  35  W.,  14  NNW.,  and  12  SE. 
on  the  24th  (dag). 
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278  Golden  Oriole 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  a  male  calling  on  May  20th  was  seen  only  briefly, 
but  was  believed  to  be  an  immature  (sk).  On  June  18th  an  immature 
male  was  heard  calling  in  the  same  area,  and  was  seen  both  perched  and 
in  flight.  The  upper-parts  were  greenish  with  the  exception  of  a  yellow 
rump,  and  the  underparts  were  whitish-yellow  with  streaks  (hpm). 

282  Rook 

M  Inner  London  :  one  flying  NE.  over  the  Natural  History  Museum  on 
May  12th  and  one  flying  over  Arundel  Street,  W.C.2,  on  Nov.  9th  (rwh,  pel). 

283  Jackdaw 

M  Inner  London  :  Kensington  Gardens,  at  least  three  pairs  nested,  but  none 
of  the  nesting  boxes  was  used  (rwh,  ret,  et  al.). 

286  Jay 

M/S  Inner  London  :  South  Kensington,  a  pair  built  in  a  plane  tree  in  Exhibition 
Road,  but  abandoned  the  nest,  which  was  later  occupied  by  Woodpigeons 
(rwh,  ret)  .  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  nested  in  a  hole  in  a  lime,  but  the 
nest  was  robbed  (rwh — cf.  L.B.R.  16,  p.  6).  There  were  also  breeding 
season  records  for  Battersea  Park,  the  Green  Park,  Hyde  Park,  Holland 
Park,  Notting  Hill,  Regent’s  Park  and  St.  John’s  Wood. 

289  Blue  Tit 

Of  thirteen  recoveries,  twelve  were  within  six  miles  of  the  place  of  ringing, 
but  an  adult  ringed  at  Purley,  Surrey,  by  rpc  on  27.11.54  was  killed  by  a 
cat  at  Lickholt,  Lodworth,  Petworth,  Sussex,  about  27.6.55,  c.  35  miles  SW. 

293  Willow  Tit 

E*  Hainault,  two  or  three  in  January  (acp).  South  Weald,  two  on  June  26th 
(mdf). 

H  Great  Amwell,  one  on  Oct.  25th  (ehw).  Watford,  two  on  Apr.  19th  (bhh). 
Bentley  Priory,  seven  on  Jan.  29th  (fhj). 

M  Harefield,  at  least  one  pair  bred  at  Knightscote  Farm  (bpp).  Potters  Bar, 
a  pair  nested  unsuccessfully  (jabg)  .  Ruislip,  two  pairs  seen  excavating  holes 
(ehw).  Scratch  Wood,  single  birds  on  May  9th  and  Aug.  23rd  (emh, 
ehw).  Stanwell,  many  winter  and  spring  records  from  Spout  Wood  ; 
a  pair  seen  feeding  young  there  in  July  (hpm). 

S  Bookham  Common,  one  or  two  noted  in  most  months  ;  six  including  a 
juvenile  on  Aug.  14th  (gb,  emh).  Epsom  Common,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  (dar). 
Old  Coulsdon,  four  or  five  on  several  dates  July  to  October  (web).  Selsdon 
Wood,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  10th  (ajh,  hep).  Warlingham,  a  nest 
found  on  Apr.  14th  (jah).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Feb.  12th  (fhj, 
hpm). 

298  Treecreeper 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Jan.  6th  and  Feb.  14th  (ehw).  For 
the  first  time  for  many  years  there  were  no  records  for  Kensington  Gardens. 
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302  Fieldfare 

Most  records  of  parties  on  the  move  were  in  October  and  November  ;  on 
Oct.  16th  reports  from  Essex,  Middlesex,  Kent  and  Surrey  suggest  that  there 
was  a  widespread  movement  to  W.  and  NW. 

304  Redwing 

As  for  the  Fieldfare,  most  reports  of  movements  were  in  October  and 
November,  and  were  most  frequent  on  Oct.  16th. 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Staines  Moor  and  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  cock  from  Jan.  3rd  to  Apr.  20th 
(many  observers). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  cock  on  Oct.  25th  (bsm).  Walton  Heath,  one  on  Sept. 
22nd  (hb). 

31 1  Wheatear 

Spring  passage  from  Mar.  24th  to  June  11th,  and  autumn  passage  from 
July  20th  to  Oct.  23rd. 

317  Stonechat 

The  only  breeding  season  records  are  of  a  pair  at  Ponders  End  S.F.,  Middle¬ 
sex,  on  Apr.  23rd,  and  of  a  pair  carrying  food  at  King  George  V  Res., 
Essex*  (half  a  mile  from  Ponders  End  S.F.),  on  May  29th.  As  usual  a  few 
records  of  one  or  two  birds  in  the  winter  months. 

M  Inner  London  :  a  male  on  a  Gripplegate  bombed  site  on  Mar.  25th  (abmm, 

CGS). 

318  Whinchat 

Breeding  season  distribution  : 

E*  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  (jlfp)  ;  Dagenham  G.P.,  two  pairs  (bph)  ; 
Hornchurch,  one  pair  (msf)  ;  King  George  V  Res.,  two  pairs  (jlfp)  ; 
Nazeing,  one  pair  (jlfp)  ;  Rainham,  six  pairs  on  refuse  tips,  four  on  the 
marsh,  and  two  at  Berwick  Pond  (bph)  ;  Romford  S.F.,  four  pairs  (rrs), 
and  one  at  Bedfords  Park  (agh)  ;  Sewardstone,  one  pair  (jlfp)  ;  Waltham 
Abbey,  one  pair  (jlfp)  . 

H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  one  pair  (jlfp)  ;  Golney  Heath,  two  young  on  July  4th 
(ehw)  ;  Hatfield,  two  pairs  (afm)  ;  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  three  pairs  (jlfp). 

M  Edmonton  S.F.,  one  pair  (jlfp)  ;  Harefield  Moor,  one  pair  (igj,  nhp)  ; 
Mill  Hill,  one  pair  (ehw)  ;  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  pair  (jf)  ;  King  George 
VI  Res.,  five  pairs  (hpm). 

K  A  family  party  by  the  river  Darent,  near  Hartford,  on  July  24th  (wib). 

S  Walton  G.P.,  two  pairs  (nfs). 

320  Redstart 

Breeding  season  distribution  : 

E  *Epping  Forest,  12  pairs  between  Chingford  and  High  Beech  (rjl)  ; 
*Hainault  Forest,  four  males  on  May  29th  (DGt)  ;  South  Weald  Park,  at 
least  three  pairs  present  (rh)  . 
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H  Cuffley  Great  Wood,  three  pairs  (gcg). 

M  Harefield  Moor,  more  than  one  pair  present  (nhp). 

S  Ashtead  Forest,  one  pair  (sk)  ;  Richmond  Park,  five  pairs  (edb)  ;  Walton- 
on-Thames,  one  pair  (grw). 

321  Black  Redstart 

M  Inner  London  :  City  bombed  sites,  a  minimum  of  eleven  singing  males 
were  located,  and  at  least  ten  pairs  were  present  during  the  nesting  season. 
Eight  pairs  are  definitely  known  to  have  nested,  and  of  these  at  least  two 
pairs  were  double  brooded.  By  the  end  of  the  summer  much  of  the 
-devastated  area  was  being  cleared  and  levelled  to  make  way  for  new 
buildings  (pb,  bhp,  rjl,  acp  et  al.).  Bloomsbury,  one  singing  on  the  Senate 
House  on  May  2nd  (ehw). 

324  Bluethroat 

E*  One  at  Dagenham  G.P.,  on  Sept.  3rd  (bph,  rr).  The  upper  parts  and 
wings  were  dark  brown  with  primaries  of  a  deeper  shade,  and  a  pronounced 
buffish-white  superciliary  stripe  ;  the  tail  was  dark  brown  with  conspicuous 
reddish  patches  extending  from  the  base  to  about  two-thirds  along  the  tail, 
showing  well  as  the  tail  was  flicked  in  flight,  but  only  as  a  faint  line  when  it 
was  closed  ;  the  underparts  were  buffish-white,  but  the  breast,  which  was 
not  clearly  seen,  appeared  to  have  a  rather  dark  shade  running  from  the 
sidfe  of  the  neck  ;  the  bill  was  small  and  dark  ;  the  leg  colour  was  not  seen  ; 
in  size,  perhaps  slightly  smaller  than  a  robin,  more  slender  in  appearance, 
and  with  a  slightly  longer  tail.  It  was  seen  both  perched  and  in  flight  at 
ranges  from  10  to  30  feet. 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  Bricketwood,  one  by  the  Colne  on  June  18th  (ehw).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one 
reeling  on  M^y  8th  (dah,  jlfp).  Watford,  four  or  five  singing  males  in 
June  (bhh). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  male  singing  on  July  30th  (sk).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  on  Sept.  7th  and  18th  (gbdc,  bsm,  res).  Bookham  Common,  one  or  two 
during  the  summer  (gb,  hb,  daA).  Farleigh,  one  reeling  on  Apr.  27th  (hep). 
Gatton  Park,  one  on  Apr.  28th  (jvrd).  Oxshott,  up  to  seven  singing  in  the 
breeding  season  at  Prince’s  Coverts  (mjc,  kde,  sg,  aq^,  jdw)  . 

333  Reed  Warbler 

The  main  breeding  areas  are  in  the  valleys  of  the  rivers  Colne  and  Lea,  and 
in  the  Thames  marshes  in  Kent.  Small  numbers  breed  elsewhere  at  suitable 
lakes  and  sewage  farms  ;  three  pairs  nested  at  a  very  small  reedbed  at 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  and  another  at  Lonsdale  Road  Res. 

337  Sedge  Warbler 

M/S  Inner  London  :  an  unusual  influx  was  noticed  between  Apr.  29th  and 
May  4th  ;  birds  were  reported  from  Battersea  Park,  Kensington  Gardens, 
Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s  Park  (many  observers). 
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338  Aquatic  Warbler 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  28th  (cow,  ehw).  See  B.B.  XLIX,  p.  327.  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  29th  (mfmm,  lgr).  See  B.B.  XLVIII,  p.  514. 

354  Willow  Warbler 

M  Inner  London  ;  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  nested  at  the  1954  site  and  reared 
one  young  (hch,  ehw). 

E/M  The  only  recovery  is  of  one,  ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Mill  Hill,  Middlesex, 
on  8.6.54  by  ag,  which  was  found  dead  at  Chingford  Plain,  Essex,  on  1.7.55. 

356  Chiffchaff 

E*  One  ringed  at  Romford  on  1.8.55  was  recovered  at  Casablanca,  Morocco, 
22.10.55. 

S  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  27th  to  Feb.  27th  was 
heard  singing  (mg,  eab,  ji,  fhj,  hpm). 

354/356  Willow  Warbler/ ChiflFchafif 

M  Harefield,  one  by  the  river  Colne  on  Jan.  2nd  ;  dark  legs  indicated  Chiffchaff, 
but  no  song  was  heard  (jwd).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Dec.  8th  (jfwb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Jan.  25th  to  Feb.  12th  had  very  grey  plumage  and 
dark  legs,  and  was  considered  by  all  observers  to  be  a  Chiffchaff  (bpa,  bsm, 
res). 

357  Wood  Warbler 

E*  Epping  Forest,  one  singing  at  High  Beech  on  May  8th,  and  one  singing  at 
Wake  Arms  on  July  4th  (dah,  JLFp). 

M  Hampstead  and  Highgate,  three  singing  on  Apr.  29th  (ehw).  Harrow 
Weald  Common,  two  pairs  resident  (ehw).  Ruislip,  at  least  three  pairs 
singing  throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  one  nest  found  (bpp,  nhp). 
Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 

K  Hayes  Common,  three  pairs  nested  (awb)  . 

S  East  Sheen  Common,  one  singing  on  June  26th  (edb).  Esher  Common  and 
Oxshott  Heath  and  Woods,  c.  six  males  singing  in  May  to  June  (jcsf). 
Richmond  Park,  one  singing  on  May  22nd  and  29th  (wht).  Wimbledon 
Common,  one  pair  nested,  and  an  unmated  male  was  present  (sk,  hpm). 

365  Firecrest 

K  Keston,  one  at  Holwood  Park  on  Dec.  31st  (abcr). 

S  Wimbledon  Common,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (bar). 

Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  both  records. 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  19th  (ehw).  Hatfield,  a  female  on  Apr.  28th 
(afm)  . 

M  Colindale,  one  in  the  observer’s  garden  on  Apr.  30th  (wes).  Hampstead 
Heath,  one  on  Sept.  28th  (mfbb).  Stanmore  Common,  a  male,  long  dead, 
found  on  Nov.  19th  (ehw). 

Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  one  on  Aug.  17th  and  24th  and  Sept.  15th 
(ehw). 
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K  Kelsey  Park,  one  on  Aug.  20th  (gjh). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  pair  on  Apr.  20th  (bsm)  ;  two  on  Sept.  4th  and  one  on 
Sept.  7th,  9th  and  10th  (hpm,  bsm).  Carshalton,  one  in  a  garden  on 
Aug.  23rd  (cba).  Gheam,  one  in  Nonsuch  Park  on  Oct.  3rd  (kde). 
Dulwich  Park,  one  on  Aug.  14th  (irb).  Ham  House,  a  female  on  May  8th 
(frm).  Lower  Kingswood,  one  on  Aug.  26th  (kde).  Tulse  Hill,  one  on 
May  8th  (desb).  Ranelagh  Park,  a  female  on  Apr.  27th  (ecd).  Richmond 
Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  27th  (gop).  Shirley  Hills,  a  female  on  Apr.  30th 
(adb). 

370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

M  Chiswick,  one  making  frequent  sallies  from  a  wire  fence  to  catch  flies  on 
Aug.  13th  ;  it  was  smaller  than  a  robin,  with  a  more  orange-red  breast  ; 
the  back  was  brownish  grey  with  white  showing  on  either  side  of  the  rump  ; 
its  movements  were  similar  to  the  Spotted  Flycatcher  (rd). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Aug.  31st  to  Sept.  6th  (bsm,  res  et  al.).  A  very 
small  Robin-like  flycatcher,  slightly  larger  than  a  Blue  Tit  ;  upperparts 
greyish-brown  with  greyish  head  and  cheek  ;  upper  breast  orange-red, 
shading  to  a  paler  colour  down  the  sides  of  the  breast  ;  remainder  of  under¬ 
parts  pale  cream  colour  ;  tail  dark  with  two  conspicuous  white  patches.  It 
frequently  made  short  flycatching  flights,  revealing  the  extremely  conspic¬ 
uous  tail  patches,  but  when  aware  of  human  presence,  became  very  shy  and 
retiring,  moving  about  in  trees  and  undergrowth  in  the  manner  of  a  leaf 
warbler. 

376  Tree  Pipit 

E*  Hainault,  one  singing  on  Mar.  20th,  a  very  early  date  ;  the  same  observ'er 
saw  one  in  this  locality  on  the  same  date  in  1954  (acp).  Satisfactory 
details  have  been  received. 


379  (a)  Rock  Pipit 

All  records,  other  than  for  the  Thames  marshes,  are  given. 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (jlfp). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (bls). 

M  Queen  Mary  Res.,  four  on  Oct.  23rd  (pwpb).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on 
Oct.  23rd  (iGj).  Staines  reservoirs,  one  or  two  on  several  dates  from  Oct. 
16th  to  Nov.  6th  (many  observers). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  Oct.  15th,  22nd  and  29th  (mc,  fhj). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  or  two  Apr.  3rd  to  20th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F., 
one  on  Mar.  27th  (kde). 

379  (b)  Water  Pipit 

M  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  23rd  (cmv). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Oct.  10th  (ji).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  from  Apr.  3rd 
to  12th  (bsm,  res). 

Satisfactory  details  have  been  received  in  respect  of  all  the  above  records. 
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380  (a)  Pied  Wagtail 

M  Inner  London  :  Cripplegate  bombed  sites,  at  least  two  pairs  nested  (acp 
et  al.). 

S  Inner  London  :  Lambeth,  an  adult  seen  feeding  one  fledgling  perched  on 
a  barge  moored  off  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  on  Aug.  25th  (ret,  wgt). 

380  (b)  White  Wagtail 

E*  Sewardstone,  one  on  Apr.  16th  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  up  to  three  between  Apr.  2nd  and  May  13th  (many 
observers)  ;  one  on  Sept.  26th  (dimw).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on 
May  1st  (gls).  Staines  Moor,  single  birds  on  Apr.  10th  and  May  1st  (dr, 
GLS,  aggt).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  Oct.  12th  ;  the 
grey  rump  was  clearly  seen  (hch). 

K  Stone  Marsh,  one  on  Apr.  24th  (fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  or  two  on  most  dates  from  Mar.  25th  to  Apr.  13th,  and 
a  female  on  Apr.  23rd  (many  observers).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on 
several  dates  from  Apr.  2nd  to  13th  ;  one  on  Aug.  20th  and  Sept.  7th 
(bpa,  web,  gjh,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  27th  and  Apr.  8th 
(mjc,  kde,  aq).  Hersham  S.F.,  two  on  Apr.  14th  (dp).  Leatherhead,  one 
on  Apr.  4th  (hd).  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (egd). 
Inner  London  :  Battersea  Park,  two  on  Oct.  30th  with  a  Pied  Wagtail 
(jnar). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

H  Hamper  Mill,  one  pair  bred  (ehw).  Wormley,  a  pair  bred  at  King’s  Weir 
(dah,  jlfp) — in  1953  and  1954  a  pair  bred  on  the  Essex  side,  see  L.B.R.  19, 
p.  38,  under  Fishers  Green. 

M  Harefield,  a  pair  bred  by  the  canal  (ehw).  Two  family  parties  were  seen 
by  the  Colne  between  Denham  and  Harefield  (bpp). 

K  Bexley,  a  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season  (wib). 

S  Cobham,  one  pair  bred  (hd,  dp).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  pair  nested  unsuccess¬ 
fully  (mjc,  kde,  aq,,  jdw).  Esher,  bred  by  the  river  Mole  (ph).  Godstone, 
a  pair  present  in  an  old  breeding  site  in  June  (hb).  Leatherhead,  one  pair 
bred  (hb,  hd).  Mitcham,  a  pair  seen  feeding  a  newly  fledged  juvenile  on 
May  14th  at  Watermeads  (adp). 

382  (a)  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  distribution  only  is  given  ;  apparently  a  very  successful 
year. 

E  Bred  in  good  numbers  at  Fishers  Green,  Girling  Res.,  King  George  VI  Res., 
Nazeing,  Sewardstone  and  Waltham  Abbey  (jlfp).  *Chadwell  Heath,  one 
pair  bred  at  Whalebone  Lane  N.  (dgt).  Romford  S.F.,  at  least  six  pairs 
(rrs). 

H  Breeding  season  numbers  well  maintained  at  Broxbourne,  Cheshunt, 
Hoddesdon  and  Waltham  Cross  S.F.  (jlfp).  Colney  Heath,  one  pair  bred  ; 
Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  pair  present  in  May  and  June  (ehw). 
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M  Brent  Res.,  at  least  ten  pairs  bred  (jfd).  Harefield,  one  pair  and  two  or 
three  males  in  the  breeding  season  (bpp).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  at  least  six  pairs 
nested  in  fields  between  the  farm  and  Stanwell  Place  (hpm).  Staines  Moor, 
a  minimum  of  12  pairs  nested,  most  of  which  were  double  brooded  (hpm). 
Stanwellmoor,  two  pairs  bred  (hab,  hpm)  .  Bred  at  Longford,  Harmonds- 
w^orth  and  Sipson  (hab).  Bred  in  good  numbers  at  Enfield  Lock  G.P.,  and 
Ponders  End  S.F.  (jlfp). 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  seven  pairs  (hpm)  ;  Beddington  S.F.,  20  pairs 
(bsm,  res),  Lonsdale  Road  Res.,  seven  pairs  (hpm),  and  Walton  G.P.,  three 
pairs  (nfs).  A  family  party  was  seen  at  Epsom  S.F.,  on  June  20th  (hb). 

'  A  number  of  “  variants  ”  were  reported  on  passage,  and  two  males  bred  with 
apparently  normal  female  yellow  wagtails  (Jlavissima),  one  at  Beddington 
S.F.,  the  other  at  Epsom  S.F.  (web,  hb,  bsm,  res,  jdw).  Some  of  the  passage 
birds  were  considered  by  the  observers  to  be  typical  Blue-headed  Wagtails 
(Jlava). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

K  Dartford  Heath,  one  on  Dec.  5th  (rjp). 

S  Addington,  single  birds  on  Jan.  14th,  Apr.  8th  and  12th  (adb,  ajh). 
Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  16th  ;  one  from  Nov.  6th  to  the  end  of  the 
year  was  seen  also  on  Mitcham  Common  (bpa,  dag,  bsm,  et  al.).  Ham 
Common,  one  on  Dec.  12th  (so).  Sanderstead,  one  on  Dec.  28th  (ajh). 
Walton  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  20th  (dp). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

E  *Brentwood,  two,  probably  three,  pairs  bred  (df).  Romford  S.F.,  two 
newly  fledged  birds  on  July  7th  (rrs).  *South  Weald,  a  male  on  June  12th 
(mje).  *Hornchurch,  one  pair  located  (ebr). 

H  Bred  at  Hadley  Wood  (gbdc),  and  Totteridge  (ehw). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  pair  present  (jcl).  Bushey  Heath,  one  pair  bred 
(ehw).  Grange  Park,  a  male  on  several  dates  in  July  ;  on  the  13th  feeding 
a  young  bird  (pb,  ljj).  Ruislip,  two  pairs  nested  (ehw). 

S  Banstead,  one  pair  bred  (dar).  Chipstead,  a  male  and  a  female  on 
June  11th  (emh).  Ham  Common,  one  pair  bred  (emg,  ng).  Kingswood, 
a  pair  on  June  24th  (hb).  Mitcham  Common,  three  pairs  bred  successfully 
(bpa).  Old  Coulsdon,  ten  pairs  bred,  seven  successfully  (web).  Purley, 
one  pair  during  the  breeding  season  (rpc).  Walton  G.P.,  one  pair  bred 
(dp).  Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  bred  (hpm). 

391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E  *Epping  Forest,  bred  at  High  Beech  and  Long  Hills,  and  present  also  at 
Chingford  Hatch  and  near  Connaught  Water  (rjl).  *Havering,  a  pair  on 
June  11th  (ehw).  Shenfield,  one  flew  over  on  July  4th  (df). 

H  Hadley  Wood,  one  pair  bred  (gbdc). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  two  pairs  in  April  (ehw).  Hampstead  Heath,  small 
numbers  present  in  the  breeding  season  (mfbb).  Ruislip,  one  pair  attempted 
breeding  (nhp).  Stanmore  Common,  one  pair  during  April  (ehw). 
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Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  six  or  more  on  May  20th  and  one  on 
May  22nd  (hch,  ehw). 

K  Bexley  Woods,  four  on  May  7th  (khp).  Farnborough,  one  on  June  6th 
(emh).  Hayes,  one  pair  bred  (awb).  West  Wickham,  a  fledgling  just  out 
of  nest  on  Aug.  20th  (gjh)  . 

S  Chipstead,  single  birds  on  May  8th  and  June  11th  (plgb,  emh).  Dulwich 
Wood,  two  on  Apr.  22nd  and  one  on  May  12th  (hep).  Epsom  Common, 
two  on  May  7th  (kde).  Kew  Gardens,  at  least  two  pairs  nested.  Richmond 
Park,  present  for  some  weeks  from  Apr.  18th  (frm).  Sanderstead  Hill,  one 
on  May  3rd  (plgb).  Wimbledon  Common,  five  pairs  nested  successfully 
(hpm). 

393  Goldfinch 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred,  and  up  to  12,  includ¬ 
ing  juveniles,  were  seen  at  the  end  of  the  breeding  season  (hch,  ehw)  ; 
St.John’s  Wood,  two  to  three  present  in  June,  but  no  proof  of  nesting  (hch). 

394  Siskin 

E*  Epping  Forest,  one  on  Jan.  16th  and  five  on  Nov.  6th  (dah,  rjl).  Childer- 
ditch,  c.  12  on  Nov.  26th  (rbw). 

H  Hilfield  Park  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  11th  (abs).  Watford,  up  to  50  at  the 
beginning  of  February  (bhh). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  two  on  Feb.  27th  (ehw).  Brent  Park,  one  on  Dec.  31st 
(gow).  Bushey  Park,  more  than  one  flock  on  Mar.  1st  (rm).  Harefield 
Moor,  one  on  Mar.  27th  (igj).  Uxbridge,  up  to  50  in  January,  and  up  to 
25  in  November  and  December  (mc,  cmv,  et  al.).  Whitewebbs  Park,  three 
or  four  on  Dec.  4th  (lit).  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on 
Feb.  22nd  (ehw). 

S  Reported  in  winter  from  Addington,  Burwood  Park,  River  Wey  near  Byfleet, 
Cobham,  Epsom  Common,  Gatton,  Godstone,  Ham  Common,  Mitcham, 
Richmond  Park,  Shirley  Hills,  and  Walton-on-Thames,  maximum  c.  20 
near  Byfleet  on  Jan  23rd  (many  observers). 

396  Twite 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  6th  (mjc,  caw,  et  al.). 

397  Redpoll 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  Brentwood,  one  on  May  5th  and  31st  (hm).  Shenfield,  two  on  June  26th 

(APS). 

H  Cockfosters,  one  in  Trent  Park  on  May  8th  (pjkb). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  young  birds  being  fed  in  June  (mfbb,  ehw).  Stanmore, 
a  singing  male  April  to  June  (ehw).  Harrow  Weald,  a  very  young  bird  on 
July  3rd  (ehw).  Mill  Hill,  one  June  24th  to  26th  (ehw). 

K  Orpington,  four  breeding  pairs  (ehg). 

S  Cobham,  two  or  three  in  the  breeding  season  (jcsf).  Esher  Common,  one 
on  May  21st  (pjkb).  Sheen  Common,  one  on  May  15th  (edb).  Tadworth, 
at  least  two  pairs  during  the  nesting  season  (hb).  Wimbledon  Common, 
one  during  June  and  July  (hpm). 
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Chaffinch 

The  main  autumn  passage  took  place  in  the  second  half  of  October,  but 
very  little  information  has  been  received. 

Harold  Wood,  on  Oct.  22nd  parties  of  up  to  30  totalling  242  passed  up  to 
dusk  ;  the  direction  of  flight  was  between  W.  and  NNW.  ;  from  casual 
observations  made,  the  movement  continued  to  Oct.  30th  (rbw). 

Feltham,  on  Oct.  17th  c.  130  passed  NW.  to  WNW.  from  08.20  to  09.15  ; 
on  Oct.  24th  c.  160  passed  W.  to  NW.  between  07.50  and  08.50  (pwpb). 
Perivale,  on  Oct.  24th  during  only  ten  minutes  observation  (from  08.35  to 
08.45)  c.  200  passed  W.  in  parties  of  up  to  20  (fhj).  Inner  London  : 
parties  of  up  to  20  noted  flying  W.  on  Oct.  17th,  24th  and  28th  in  the  City 
(rbw),  and  a  few  passing  over  Regent’s  Park  with  other  flnches  on  Oct.  24th 
and  31st  (hch). 

Sutton,  a  series  of  observations  were  made  between  Sept.  24th  and  Nov.  2nd 
in  the  mornings  from  08.00  by  dag  ;  the  main  W.  to  NW.  movements  were 
as  follows  :  59  on  Oct.  9th,  49  on  the  17th,  77  on  the  24th,  81  on  the  28th, 
and  168  on  the  30th  ;  most  flocks  consisted  of  from  two  to  ten  birds,  the 
largest  being  57. 

Three  recoveries  during  the  year  showed  oversea  migration  : 

Ringed  Recovered 

Romford  on  23rd  Feb.,  1955,  by  AGH  Gullegem,  Flanders,  Belgium,  on 

10th  Oct.,  1955. 

Zonnebeke,  Ypres,  Belgium,  on 
Oct.  23rd,  1955. 

South  Weald,  Essex,  on  Nov.  12th, 
1955,  by  BPH. 


M 


Sduth  Weald,  Essex,  on  Mar.  19th, 

1955,  by  BPH 

Signilskar,  Aland,  Finland,  on  Oct. 

10th,  1955 

Inner  London  :  a  female  with  House  Sparrows  inside  Charing  Cross 
(Southern  Region)  station  on  Dec.  17th  (hfg). 


408  Brambling 

There  were  many  reports  of  parties  up  to  50  from  January  to  April  and 
October  to  December.  Other  records  and  one  for  Inner  London  are  given 
below. 

M  Inner  London  :  one  in  the  Green  Park  on  Dec.  23rd  (mdk). 

K  Plumstead  Marshes,  a  male  and  a  female  on  June  14th  (rgr).  Swanscombe 
Marsh,  100-150  on  Mar.  12th  (fjh). 

S  Addington,  c.  100  Feb.  20th/27th  (adb). 

409  Yellowhammer 

M  Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  single  birds  on  Jan.  6th,  Feb.  1st,  May  21st 
(possibly  two),  and  Sept.  29th  (mg,  hgh,  ehw). 


410  Corn  Bunting 

E  Numerous  between  Collier  Row  and  Hainault  Forest  (oGt).  Havering, 
one  singing  on  June  11th  (ehw).  Romford  S.F.,  two  or  three  pairs  (rrs). 
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Upminster-East  Horndon,  c.  25  pairs  present  during  the  breeding  season 
(rh). 

H  Breeding  season  records  :  Hatfield,  two  pairs  present,  one  of  which  nested 
unsuccessfully  (afm).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  male  ;  Shenley-London 
Colney  area  two  males  (pjkb,  ehw).  Waltham  Cross,  one  male  singing  in 
May  (dah). 

M  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Cockfosters,  a  singing  male  (jfd),  Harefield, 
a  pair  and  a  male  (bpp),  and  near  Perry  Oaks  S.F,,  one  pair  bred  and  three 
other  singing  males  present  (hpm). 

K  Breeding  season  records  :  Abbey  Wood  Marsh,  a  pair  on  May  19th  (emh)  ; 
Eynsford,  one  singing  on  June  18th  (fjh)  ;  Swanley,  one  singing  on  May 
30th  (wib)  . 

S  One  at  Epsom  S.F.  on  Jan.  23rd  (kde,  mjc,  Aq)  and  one  singing  at  Walton 
G.P.  on  Apr.-  18th  (dar)  are  the  only  records. 

416  Ortolan  Bunting 

S  An  immature  bird  was  seen  at  ranges  down  to  15  ft.  on  stubble  at  Epsom  S.F. 
on  Oct.  1st  (kde).  The  crown  and  nape  were  brown  ;  the  cheeks  and 
hind  neck  slightly  paler  than  the  crown  ;  the  rest  of  the  upper  parts  were 
brown,  the  mantle  being  faintly  streaked  ;  the  tail  was  brown  with  white 
outer  feathers  ;  the  chin  and  throat  were  pale  yellowish-green,  as  was  a 
marking  from  the  base  of  the  bill  down  to  below  the  ear  coverts  ;  the 
underparts  were  reddish-brown,  paling  on  to  the  breast  and  were  streaked 
with  brown  ;  a  small  ring  round  the  eye  was  yellowish  ;  the  bill  and  legs 
were  pink  ;  it  was  slightly  larger  than  accompanying  chaffinches. 

423  Snow  Bunting 

M  Staines  Res.,  two  males  on  Nov.  13th  (whd),  and  one  on  several  dates  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (many  observers) . 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  a  male  from  Nov.  15th  to  17th  (re). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  male  on  Oct.  30th  (ge,  jFd),  one  on  Nov.  19th  (gcg,  gjh, 
Gow),  and  a  female  on  Dec.  22nd  (ji). 

424  House  Sparrow 

Estimates  of  the  numbers  using  several  large  roosts  are  given  below  : 

E*  Epping  Forest,  2,500  at  Chingford  plains  on  Oct.  8th  (rjl)  ;  West  Thurrock 
Marsh,  3,000  in  December  (rh). 

M  Hampstead,  5,000-6,000  at  the  edge  of  Ken  Wood,  Nov.  23rd  onwards 
(wss) . 

K  Greenwich,  1,600  on  Dec.  31st  (ret,  wgt). 

S  Mitcham  Common,  5,000  from  July  onwards  (bpa). 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

E  Bred  at  Fishers  Green,  Nazeing,  Sewardstone  and  Waltham  Abbey  (jlfp), 
and  at  Romford  S.F.,  where  150  were  present  on  Mar.  13th  (rrs).* 
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H  Bred  at  Old  Parkbury,  Moor  Mill,  London  Colney,  Colney  Heath,  Napsbury, 
Aldenham,  Totteridge  and  Hoddesdon  S.F. 

M  Bred  at  South  Mimms,  Mill  Hill,  Hendon,  Brent  Res.,  Harefield,  Ruislip, 
Hayes,  and  in  the  area  between  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  and  Stanwellmoor  where 
87  nests  were  located  by  hpm.  There  was  a  flock  of  c.  150  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F. 
on  Oct.  9th  (fhj). 

K  Bred  at  Stone,  and  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Barnehurst  and 
Crayford. 

S  Bred  at  Beddington  S.F.,  78  pairs,  Beddington  Park,  15-20  pairs,  Mitcham 
Common,  two  pairs  (bpa,  bsm,  res),  and  at  Ham  House,  two  pairs  (frm). 

'  At  Beddington  S.F.,  75-100  were  present  from  January  to  mid-March,  but 
on  Mar.  20th  there  were  c.  300,  and  200-300  remained  until  the  end  of  the 
month  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  At  Epsom  S.F.,  100-150  were  present  at  both  ends 
of  the  year  (mjc,  kde,  aq). 


Additions  to  London  Bird  Reports 
for  previous  years 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

S  1952,  the  bird  reported  at  Epsom  from  Sept.  1st  to  7th  was  seen  also  on  the 
8th  and  9th  (mjc). 

375  Tawny  Pipit 

M  1954,  a  juvenile  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  on  Oct.  17th  (mc,  bls).  See  B.B, 
XLIX,  p.  330. 
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A  Report  on  the  Bird  Population  of 
Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  1954-55 

By  B.  S.  Milne 

Introduction 

In  1954  the  Ornithological  Section  decided  to  institute  a  survey  of  the  bird 
population  of  Beddington  Sewage  Farm,  the  terms  of  reference  being  :  “  The 
particular  interest  of  this  farm  is  the  opportunity  it  offers  for  the  study  of  the  varia¬ 
tions  in  numbers  and  species  of  birds  at  different  seasons,  with  relation  to -the 
frequent  artificial  changes  of  condition.”  This  report  analyses  the  intensive 
field-work  carried  out  by  a  team  of  observers  in  1954  and  1955. 

Description  of  Survey  Area 

Location. — Vice  County  17  (Surrey).  National  Grid  Reference  51/290665. 

Nature  of  Area. — The  farm  covers  an  area  of  approximately  a  square  mile  and 
consists  of  thirty-seven  fields  intersected  by  scattered  hedgerows  and  an  intricate 
system  of  concrete  and  natural  dykes.  Scattered  over  the  farm  are  numerous 
farm  buildings,  pump-houses  and  concrete  tanks.  At  the  extremities  of  the  farm 
are  several  areas  of  allotments,  and  two  small  stretches  of  water.  A  railway 
line  passes  N/S  across  the  farm. 

Description  of  Vegetation. — The  farm  consists  chiefly  of  grass  meadows,  with  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  scattered  hedgerow  of  varying  height  and  density.  The 
hedgerows  are  mixed  elder,  hawthorn  and  willow  bushes,  interspersed  with  elm 
trees. 

Shooting. — The  shooting  rights  are  let  and  a  regular  four  gun  shoot  for  snipe 
occurs  in  “  season  ”.  In  late  summer  several  hundred  pigeons  are  taken  annually. 
Nature  of  Surrounding  Area.- — The  farm  forms  part  of  a  continuous  stretch  of  open 
land  between  Mitcham  Common  to  the  north,  and  Beddington  Pai'k  to  the  south. 
The  rest  of  the  surrounding  area  is  urbanized  and  to  the  east  lies  the  densely 
populated  town  of  Croydon. 


Method  of  Farming 
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Fig.  1  shows  the  processes  of  crop  rotation  and  sewage  disposal  to  which  most 
of  the  fields  are  subjected.  Basically  the  rotation  system  can  be  divided  into 
two  main  cycles  : — Grass  Meadow  Cycle  ;  Plough  Cycle.  After  passing  through 
the  various  processes  all  the  fields  revert  to  grass  meadow  or  plough.  This  allows 
the  growth  of  grass,  and  the  plough  to  remain  as  fallow.  Periodically  the  fallow 
is  rolled  and  sown  with  grass,  whilst  other  grass  meadows  are  ploughed  in.  Thus 
over  a  period  of  years  most  of  the  fields  pass  through  all  the  stages  of  both  cycles. 


Winter  Rotation  System,  January  9th,  1954 


'PcooqH 

CRoTS 

Z_flqooNS 


Ms.fiT>oWS 

X>«.v 

N\g.RX>oWS 

dftTTt-e 


Fig.  2 


BIRD  POPULATION  OF  BEDDINGTON  SEWAGE  FARM,  1955 


41 


The  length  of  time  each  field  takes  to  pass  through  its  respective  cycle  varies 
considerably  with  weather  conditions  and  the  resultant  amount  of  rain  water  on 
the  farm.  Normally  the  grass  meadow  cycle  takes  from  six  to  eight  weeks, 
whereas  the  plough  cycle  takes  two  to  three  years  to  complete.  Figs  2  and  3 
show  a  diagrammatic  representation  of  the  typical  conditions  in  summer  and 
winter. 


Summer  Rotation  System,  June  19th,  1954 


Key  to  Field-States  : 
AS  FOR  Fig.  2 


Fig.  3 
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Method 

Personnel. — B.  S.  Milne  assisted  by  B.  P.  Austin,  W.  E.  Barrett,  J.  A.  Cocks,  D.  A. 
Cox,  A.  E.  English,  G.  J.  Harris,  R.  E.  Scott  and  H.  T.  M.  Wilson. 

Observation. — An  intensive  study  was  carried  out  during  the  two  years  of  the  survey. 
Number  of  days  visited  in  1954,  264  ;  1955,  268. 

Numbered  field  maps  were  issued  to  observers  for  recording  the  state  of  the 
fields  and  for  plotting  nests.  For  locating  nests  of  held  breeding  species  a  drag- 
rope,  consisting  of  a  120  foot  length  of  “  Dinghy-cord,”  was  used  in  the  manner 
suggested  by  Campbell  (1953).  A  similar  method  was  employed  for  counting 
Jack  Snipe.  Sample  counts  were  made  by  a  team  of  six  observers  crossing  a  held 
in  line  abreast,  each  observer  counting  the  same  species  throughout  the  entire 
two  years  of  the  survey. 

Notes 

For  the  purpose  of  this  survey  the  following  terminology  is  adopted  : — 
Breeding  season. — April  to  June. 

Late  summer  and  autumn. — July  to  October. 

Winter. — November  to  March. 

Terminology  of  Field-States 

Grass  Meadow. — All  types  of  dry  grass  meadow,  ineluding  those  left  to  grow  for 
hay  or  silage. 

Long  grass,  over  12  inehes  long  ;  Short  grass,  1-6  inches  long. 

Cattle  Grazing. — Includes  horses  as  well  as  cattle. 

Old  Grazing. — Any  grazed  meadow  after  the  animals  have  been  taken  off.  Grass 
length,  up  to  1  inch. 

Flooding. — Flooding  of  either  grass  meadow  or  old  grazing  with  sewage  effluent 
or  hood  water. 

Plough. — Either  wet  or  dry  plough.  “  Wet  ”  plough  occurs  after  partially  dry 
lagoons  have  been  ploughed  in  and  the  whole  held  becomes  an  area  of  wet  mud. 
Crops. — Includes  wheat,  oats  and  mangolds. 

Stubble. — -Any  crop  held  after  harvesting. 

Lagoons. — A  series  of  small  shallow  pans  which  are  hooded  with  sludge  and 
allowed  to  dry  out. 

Grass  Seed  Meadow. — A  rolled  fallow  held  sown  with  grass  seed. 

Population  in  the  Breeding  Season 

The  population  in  the  breeding  season  can  readily  be  divided  into  three 
main  groups  : — 

Breeding  Population 

Summer  visitors  using  area  for  feeding 

Migrants 

Breeding  Population 

Table  1  gives  details  of  the  breeding  censuses  conducted  in  1954  and  55.  For 
the  purposes  of  these  censuses  the  presence  of  a  singing  male  was  not  regarded 
as  a  sure  sign  of  breeding  and  some  more  dehnite  evidence,  such  as  an  adult 
feeding  young,  was  required  where  the  actual  nest  could  not  be  located. 
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Table  1 


1954 

1955 

1954 

1955 

Little  Grebe 

1 

0 

Wren 

14 

C.12 

Mallard  . . . 

...  21 

C.20 

Mistle  Thrush  ... 

3 

3 

Mute  Swan 

...  0 

1 

Song  Thursh 

14 

16 

Kestrel 

1 

1 

Blackbird 

...  28 

30 

Partridge 

...  2 

2 

Robin 

7 

6 

Water  Rail  - 

...  0 

1 

Sedge  Warbler  ... 

2 

2 

Moorhen 

...  9 

C.15 

Whitethroat 

15 

12 

Lapwing  . . . 

...  22 

17 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

6 

8 

Snipe 

...  4 

2 

Hedge  Sparrow  . . . 

7 

'7 

Redshank 

...  6 

8 

Meadow  Pipit  ... 

7 

6 

Stock  Dove 

...  2 

4 

Pied  Wagtail 

...  C.30 

C.30 

Woodpigeon 

...  15 

15 

Yellow  Wagtail  ... 

18 

20 

Little  Owl 

...  3 

3 

Starling  ... 

...  C.70 

C.60 

Tawny  Owl 

1 

1 

Greenfinch 

2 

1 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  1 

0 

Goldfinch 

3 

1 

Skylark 

...  14 

C.15 

Linnet 

14 

11 

Carrion  Crow 

...  0 

1 

Chaffinch 

12 

7 

Jay 

1 

1 

Reed  Bunting 

1 

0 

Great  Tit  ... 

...  4 

3 

House  Sparrow 

...  C.65 

C.75 

Blue  Tit  ... 

...  5 

5 

Tree  Sparrow 

...  54 

484 

78 

500 

Total  ol  breeding  species  1954-55  :  40 

From  the  ecological  point  of  view,  the  breeding  population  can  be  divided 
into  three  main  associations  : — Hedgerow  ;  Field  ;  Human. 

Hedgerow  dwocmfion.— Scattered  over  the  farm  are  two  and  a  half  miles  of  mixed 
hedgerow,  interspersed  with  old  elm  trees.  Due  to  drastic  trimming,  much  of 
this  hedgerow  is  unsuitable  for  breeding  purposes  and  probably  accounts  for  the 
low  breeding  density  of  most  of  the  commoner  hedgerow  species.  Apart  from 
the  hedges,  the  only  other  suitable  cover  for  nesting  occurs  around  the  remains 
of  the  sewage  farm  pond,  and  on  the  railway  bridges.  During  the  breeding 
season  these  bridges  support  an  exceptionally  high  concentration  of  breeding 
birds,  which  suffer  extensively  at  the  hands  of  gangs  of  children.  The  chief 
species  breeding  in  this  association  are  Blackbird,  Song  Thrush,  Robin,  Wren, 
Hedge  Sparrow  and  Chaffinch,  with  Mallard  in  the  hedge  bottoms.  About  half 
the  Tree  Sparrow  population  nests  in  the  old  elm  trees,  which  also  provide  nesting 
sites  for  a  variety  of  other  hole-nesting  species. 

Field  Association. — With  the  exception  of  a  few  field  types  (Plough,  Crops,  Lagoons) 
the  remainder  of  the  fields  pass  through  all  the  stages  of  the  grass  meadow  cycle. 
This  rotation  system  is  disastrous  to  the  field  breeding  population  as  those  few 
nests  which  are  not  trodden  on  by  cattle  are  subsequently  flooded  out.  Table  2 
gives  details  of  fifty  sample  nests  that  were  kept  under  careful  observation.  These 
nests  were  of  the  typical  field  breeders  : — Meadow  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail,  Skylark, 
Lapwing  and  Redshank. 
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Table  2 


Total 

Total 

number 

Destroyed 

Destroyed 

Successful 

of  nests 

by  cattle 

by  flooding 

Nests 

Actual  Count 

50 

48 

2 

0 

Count. as  % 

100 

96 

4 

0 

Those  pairs  breeding  in  crop  and  hay  meadows,  which  are  not  grazed  by 
cattle,  have  an  extremely  high  success  rate,  only  a  few  of  the  later  broods  being 
affected  by  harvesting  operations. 

Although  field  nesting  Mallard  are  also  affected  by  the  rotation  system,  their 
biggest  menace  is  the  Carrion  Grow,  which  in  1954  accounted  for  the  destruction 
of  80  per  cent  of  their  nests.  In  many  cases  crows  were  seen  systematically 
quartering  the  ground  and  driving  off  the  sitting  ducks,  whilst  nests  littered  with 
broken  eggs  were  further  ample  evidence  of  their  work. 

Lapwings  tend  to  suffer  rather  badly  from  spring  ploughing  operations, 
though  when  detected  the  workmen  remove  the  eggs  from  the  path  of  the  plough. 
There  is  also  a  heavy  mortality  of  young  Lapwing  chicks  which  are  particularly 
vulnerable  to  falling  into  the  concrete  sewage  dykes,  where  they  die  of  either 
starvation  or  drowning. 

Human  Association. — For  the  most  part  the  species  breeding  in  this  association 
rely  on  the  plentiful  nesting  sites  provided  by  the  Beddington  Farm  buildings 
and  the  houses  around  the  perimeter  of  the  farm.  In  the  central  area  of  the  farm 
numerous  pump-houses  and  holes  in  the  walls  of  the  concrete  sewage  dykes, 
provide  ample  breeding  sites  for  Pied  Wagtails  and  Tree  Sparrows.  As  would 
be  expected,  this  association  contains  the  four  commonest  breeding  species  — 
Pied  Wagtail,  Starling,  House  and  Tree  Sparrows — which  between  them  account 
for  half  the  total  'breeding  population  of  the  farm.  The  Tree  Sparrow  figures 
prominently  in  this  association,  about  half  of  the  large  colony  breeding  in  man¬ 
made  sites.  Of  recent  years  this  colony  has  shown  a  marked  increase,  and  Tree 
Sparrows  now  breed  in  many  sites  formerly  occupied  by  House  Sparrows.  As 
a  breeding  species  the  House  Sparrow  is  now  almost  entirely  confined  to  the 
fringes  of  the  farm. 


Summer  Visitors  for  Feeding 

During  the  breeding  season  44  species  were  recorded  as  regular  visitors, 
and  17  as  occasional  visitors.  Most  of  the  regular  visitors  were  nesting  near  the 
survey  area  boundary,  and  regularly  used  the  farm  for  feeding  purposes.  In¬ 
tensive  watching  in  1954  showed  that,  in  addition  to  the  4  pairs  breeding  on  the 
farm,  1 1  pairs  of  owls  (2  pairs  Barn,  5  pairs  Little,  4  pairs  Tawny)  bred  in  its 
vicinity  and  regularly  fed  over  the  farm.  During  1954  the  farm  therefore  sup¬ 
ported  15  pairs  of  owls,  a  concentration  almost  certainly  due  to  the  vast  number 
of  Short-tailed  Voles  {Microtus  agrestis)  and  other  small  rodents  that  occur  on 
the  farm. 
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A  feature  of  the  breeding  season  is  the  flocks  of  several  hundred  Wood- 
pigeons  and  Stock  Doves  that  build  up  in  late  May  and  June.  At  this  season 
these  flocks  feed  almost  exclusively  on  the  large  growths  of  chickweed,  and  it 
appears  that  the  build-up  in  numbers  coincides  with  this  plant  running  to  seed. 

Migrants 

Considered  later  with  autumn  migrants. 


Population  in  Late  Summer  and  Autumn 

During  late  summer  and  autumn  there  is  a  large  influx  from  outside- the 
farm.  This  influx  can  readily  be  divided  into  two  main  groups  : — 

End  of  breeding  season  family  parties  and  flocks 
Autumn  migrant  flocks. 

End  of  Breeding  Season  Flocking 

From  mid-summer  onwards  as  the  pattern  of  the  breeding  season  changes, 
family  parties  and  groups  of  juveniles  of  many  species  gather  on  the  farm  for 
feeding  purposes.  The  more  gregarious  of  these  species  quickly  band  together 
to  form  large  flocks  which  may  remain  for  two  or  three  months.  Some  flocks 
may  be  attracted  by  the  farming  activities,  pigeons  and  finches  by  the  ripening 
grain,  starlings  by  the  grazing  cattle,  and  lapwings  and  gulls  by  the  flooding 
meadows.  Table  3  lists  the  maximum  count  on  all  the  species  that  were  recorded 
in  flocks  of  over  100  birds. 


Table  3 


Lapwing  .  600 

Black-headed  Gull  ...  150 

Stock  Dove...  ...  ...  200 

London  Pigeon  ...  ...  200 

Woodpigeon  ...  ...  350 


Starling 

5,000 

Greenfinch  ... 

700 

Linnet 

200 

House  Sparrow 

1,500 

Tree  Sparrow 

150 

Although  the  Woodpigeon  flock  never  exceeded  r350  birds  on  any  one  day 
between  July  and  October,  1955,  about  five  or  six  hundred  birds  were  shot  in 
this  period  without  any  apparent  decrease  in  numbers. 


Migration 

From  the  air  the  farm,  with  its  patchwork  effect  of  flooding,  grazing  and 
grass  meadows,  probably  presents  an  irresistible  attraction  to  migrants  passing 
over  a  heavily  built-up  area.  From  mid-March  until  early  June,,  and  again  from 
the  end  of  June  until  mid-November,  several  thousand  migrants  use  the  farm 
as  a  temporary  feeding  and  resting  ground.  It  seems  probable  that  from  the  air 
the  initial  attraction  is  the  large  amount  of  flood  water.  Having  once  been  attracted 
down  the  various  species  quickly  disperse  to  their  respective  feeding  areas  : 
warblers  and  flycatchers  to  the  cover  around  the  sewage  farm  pond,  hirundines 
and  yellow  wagtails  to  the  grazing  meadows,  and  ducks,  waders  and  gulls  to  the 
flooded  meadows.  Lack  of  space  prevents  inclusion  of  a  complete  list  of  species 
and  numbers  on  migration,  but  table  4  shows  the  more  important  migrant  species, 
with  the  maximum  individual  count  for  both  spring  and  autumn  passages.  No 
figure  is  given  for  Starlings,  as  due  to  the  already  extremely  large  numbers  it  is 
impossible  to  separate  true  migrants  from  birds  which  are  wintering. 
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Table  4 


Max.  count  on 

Max. 

count  on 

Spring 

Autumn 

Spring 

Autumn 

Passage 

Passage 

Passage 

Passage 

Lapwing 

250 

400 

Redwing 

800 

200 

Snipe 

350 

450 

Wheatear 

87 

12 

Jack  Snipe 

23 

64 

Whinchat 

5 

23 

Green  Sandpiper 

5 

3 

Sedge  Warbler 

12 

20 

Common  Sandpiper 

2 

8 

Whitethroat 

25 

40 

Redshank 

20 

3 

Willow  Warbler 

27. 

20 

Lesser  Black-backed 

Chiflfchaff 

31 

50 

Gull 

13 

146 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

12 

25 

Cuckoo 

2 

12 

Meadow  Pipit 

300 

400 

Swift 

800 

2,000 

Yellow  Wagtail 

60 

150 

Skylark 

0 

200 

Starling 

p 

? 

Swallow 

200 

800 

Greenfinch 

200 

350 

House  Martin 

250 

250 

Linnet 

250 

300 

Sand  Martin 

70 

60 

Chaffinch 

150 

250 

Fieldfare 

700 

250 

Brambling 

50 

50 

Total  Species  on  Passage  :  96 

Species  on  Spring  Passage  :  58 

Species  on  Autumn  Passage  :  83 
Species  on  both  Passages  ;  46 


Flooding  —  lagoon  pan  filled  with 
wet  sludge 


Drying  —  lagoon  pan  drying  out 
with  wet  mud  centre  and  slight 
growth  of  vegetation  on  walls  of 
pan. 


Overgrown  —  lagoon  pan  dry  in 
centre  but  margins  still  wet. 
Heavily  overgrown  with  rank 
vegetation,  which  subsequently 
runs  to  seed  —  Seed  lagoon. 


Fig.  4 
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The  Sludge  Lagoons 

At  any  season  of  the  year  at  least  one  field  is  banked  out  into  a  series  of  small 
shallow  pans,  which  are  about  fifteen  yards  square.  These  pans  are  flooded 
with  sludge  and  are  then  known  as  lagoons.  Although  relatively  unimportan 
during  the  winter  months,  during  summer  and  autumn  the  lagoons  are  one  of 
the  most  important  habitats  on  the  larm.  The  lagoons  can  be  divided  into  four 
main  types  as  shown  in  Fig.  4, 

From  April  until  early  December,  1954,  the  largest  field  on  the  farm  was  used 
for  lagoons,  and  an  analysis  of  the  observations  is  now  attempted.  Table  5 
lists  the  main  species,  or  groups  of  species,  that  occurred  on  the  various  types  of 
lagoon.  Outside  the  breeding  season  wagtails  and  pipits  are  always  numerous 
on  the  lagoons  and  as  their  numbers  show  no  well  defined  peaks  they  are  not 
included  in  the  table. 


Table  5 


Flooding 

Drying 

Overgrown 

Seed 

Peak  Months 

Waders 

80 

300 

60 

150 

Oct. -Nov. 

Pigeons 

0 

40 

180 

500 

May-June 

Hirundines  ^ 
and  Swifts  J 

350 

800 

150 

10 

Aug.-Sept, 

Starlings 

100 

1,200 

60 

20 

Aug.-Sept. 

Finches 

20 

35 

600 

1,400 

Sept. -Oct. 

Flooding  Lagoons. — Upon  initial  flooding  large  numbers  of  voles  are  driven  out 
and  the  farm  employees  report  that  at  such  times  Kestrels  become  extremely 
fearless,  taking  the  voles  within  a  few  feet  of  the  men  at  work.  The  flooding 
lagoons  have  little  attraction  for  birds,  though  flocks  of  hirundines  and  swifts 
frequently  congregate  over  them. 

Drying  Lagoons. — As  the  lagoons  dry  out  in  August  and  September  swarms  of 
sewage  flies  and  midges  blacken  the  surface  and  hover  over  the  drying  sludge. 
The  biology  of  sewage  disposal  has  already  been  dealt  with  by  Lloyd  (1947) 
and  it  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present  survey  to  list  all  the  various  species  of 
flies  found  on  the  drying  sludge.  Attracted  by  the  flies  wagtails  feed  on  the  drying 
sludge,  whilst  overhead  hirundines  and  swifts  hawk  in  their  hundreds.  Starlings 
and  migrant  waders  also  find  plentiful  feeding  on  this  type  of  lagoon. 

Overgrown  Lagoons. — During  May  and  June  Woodpigeons  and  Stock  Doves, 
feeding  on  the  dense  growth  of  chickweed,  dominate  the  lagoon  population. 
From  June  onwards  the  chickweed  gives  way  to  a  rank  growth  of  Mugwort, 
Persicaria  and  Tomato  plants.  At  such  times  the  lagoons  closely  resemble 
Fenland,  and  it  may  be  more  than  coincidence  that  a  Little  Bittern  and  a  Marsh 
Harrier  should  have  occurred  within  six  days  of  each  other  on  this  type  of  lagoon. 
Seed  Lagoons. — As  the  lagoons  run  to  seed  in  October,  large  numbers  of  finches 
(Greenfinch,  Linnet,  House  and  Tree  Sparrows)  build  up,  flocks  of  1,000  birds 
being  of  common  occurrence.  Heavy  rains  at  this  season  produce  conditions 
attractive  to  migrant  Snipe,  Jack  Snipe  and  Meadow  Pipits.  These  lagoons  also 
attract  large  numbers  of  rats  and  voles,  and  from  October  until  December  three 
Short-eared  Owls  hunted  over  them  every  day. 
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The  Winter  Population 

During  the  winter  months  the  flooded  meadows  of  the  farm  act  as  a  “  focal  ” 
feeding  ground  for  enormous  numbers  of  birds,  many  of  which  fly  in  daily  from  a 
considerable  area  around.  To  give  an  impression  of  the  population  at  this 
season  Table  6  gives  the  maximum  individual  count  of  all  the  species  that  were 
either  resident  or  were  regularly  using  the  farm  as  a  feeding  area. 


Table 

6 

Resident  as  Species 

Regular  Visitors  for  Feeding 

Kestrel 

5 

Heron 

12 

Partridge  ... 

7 

Mallard 

25 

Moorhen  ... 

80 

Greater  Black-backed  Gull 

10 

Lapwing 

2,000 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

410 

Snipe 

1,500 

Herring  Gull 

85 

Jack  Snipe  ... 

22 

Common  Gull 

120 

Little  Owl 

8 

Black-headed  Gull 

3,500 

Skylark 

350 

Stock  Dove 

30 

Great  Tit  ... 

25 

London  Pigeon 

25 

Blue  Tit 

40 

Woodpigeon 

80 

Wren 

35 

Barn  Owl  ... 

4 

Mistle  Thrush 

30 

Tawny  Owl 

4 

Song  Thrush 

110 

Short-eared  Owl  ... 

3 

Blackbird  ... 

80 

Green  Woodpecker 

4 

Robin 

14 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

4 

Hedge  Sparrow 

12 

Carrion  Crow 

94 

Meadow  Pipit 

150 

Jackdaw 

14 

Grey  Wagtail 

8 

Fieldfare 

800 

Greenfinch 

250 

Redwing 

1,200 

Linnet 

300 

Pied  Wagtail 

100 

Ghaffinch 

150 

Starling 

12,000 

House  Sparrow 

350 

Tree  Sparrow 

100 

Thirty-four  other  species  were  recorded  as  occasional  winter  visitors  and 
vagrants.  The  exceptionally  large  number  of  wintering  Lesser  Black-backed 
Gulls  is  an  entirely  new  feature  of  the  winter  population.  Prior  to  the  survey 
not  more  than  seven  birds  had  been  recorded  in  any  winter. 

Throughout  the  winter  months  the  main  field  rotation  system  for  feeding 
birds  is  the  grass  meadow  cycle. 


Cattle  Old 

Grazing  ^  Grazing 


Grass 

Meadow 


>  '  - Flooding 


< - Drying - ^ 

Fig.  5 
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In  severe  weather  the  cattle  are  taken  in  and  the  grazing  meadows  then 
revert  to  grass  meadows.  During  the  winter  months  an  extensive  series  of  sample 
counts  was  carried  out  on  the  relationship  between  the  various  field  types  and 
the  six  main  species  of  birds  that  occur  in  winter  : — Starling,  Redwing,  Fieldfare, 
Snipe,  Lapwing  and  Black-headed  Gull.  Two  of  these  species.  Starling  and 
Black-headed  Gull,  travel  about  twenty  to  thirty  miles  a  day  to  and  from  their 
respective  roosts  in  central  London  and  at  the  Thames  Valley  reservoirs. 

An  analysis  of  the  sample  counts  is  now  attempted. 

Effect  of  Flooding 

Whilst  the  grass  meadows  support  a  small  bird  population,  on  an  average 
somewhere  in  the  region  of  one  bird  per  acre,  there  is  a  spectacular  increase  in 
population  when  a  field  is  flooded  with  sewage  effluent  (Fig.  7).  This  large 
increase,  predominately  of  Redwings,  Fieldfares,  Snipe  and  Black-headed  Gulls, 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  effluent  forces  the  worms  to  the  surface  of  the  soil. 
After  heavy  flooding  the  furrows  protruding  above  the  level  of  the  effluent  are 
invariably  a  seething  mass  of  worms.  As  might  be  expected  from  their  feeding 
habits,  the  thrushes,  snipe  and  gulls  move  on  in  an  orderly  progression,  each 
showing  a  well  defined  peak  (Fig.  6)  as  the  depth  of  effluent  increases. 

Effect  of  Flooding  on  Peak  Species 


Fig.  6 
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Although  Starlings  and  Lapwings  are  prominent  on  the  flooding  meadows, 
they  show  no  well  defined  peak  like  the  other  four  species.  After  about  a  fortnight 
the  field  becomes  waterlogged  and  flooding  ceases.  If  continued  beyond  this 
point,  a  rapid  departure  of  birds  takes  place  and  within  a  matter  of  hours  the  whole 
population  will  have  moved  to  another  field.  Examination  of  the  field  reveals 
that  it  is  saturated  to  a  depth  of  more  than  a  foot  and  that  a  large  amount  of 
gas  is  liberated  with  a  slow  decay  of  the  vegetation.  When  flooding  on  such  a 
field  ceases,  large  numbers  of  dead  worms  are  found,  presumably  drowned  or 
poisoned  by  the  effluent. 

Effect  of  Grazing 

Although  there  is  very  little  immediate  increase  in  bird  population  when 
cattle  are  put  out  to  graze  on  a  meadow,  within  a  few  days  the  population  shows 
the  same  rapid  upward  trend  noted  on  the  flooding  meadows.  As  the  grass 
becomes  shorter  large  flocks  of  Starlings  accompanied  by  Lapwings  move  on  to 
the  meadow.  Both  these  species  mingle  with  the  cattle,  frequently  foraging 
within  a  few  inches  of  their  hooves.  Herons  also  frequent  the  grazing  meadows, 
being  attracted,  presumably,  by  the  many  vole  “  runs  ”  exposed  by  the  cattle. 
During  the  short  period  between  the  cattle  being  taken  off  and  subsequent  flooding, 
there  appears  to  be  little  if  any  change  in  the  bird  population.  When  flooding 
starts  large  numbers  of  Redwings,  Fieldfares,  Snipe  and  Black-headed  Gulls  move 
in  to  augment  the  already  large  population  of  Starlings  and  Lapwings  (Fig.  8). 
In  contrast  with  the  succession  on  flooding  grass  meadows,  this  influx  does  not 
move  on  in  an  orderly  progression  as,  due  to  the  trampling  of  the  cattle,  the  field 
is  so  churned  up  that  each  species  finds  a  suitable  feeding  area  upon  initial  flooding. 
During  the  early  days  of  flooding  the  Starling  is  the  dominant  species,  counts  of 
up  to  c,  3,000  birds  being  frequently  obtained.  As  the  depth  of  effluent  increases 
Redwings,  Fieldfares,  Snipe  and  Lapwings  move  off,  leaving  the  Black-headed 
Gull  as  the  dominant  species.  Even  at  this  stage  counts  of  c.  1,000  Starlings  are 
often  obtained,  a^  unlike  other  species  Starlings  are  prepared  to  feed  in  a  concen¬ 
trated  area  of  damp  meadow  above  the  flood  level. 

Effect  of  Grass  Length 

Whilst  sample  counting  was  being  carried  out  on  the  effects  of  flooding  and 
cattle  grazing,  it  became  obvious  that  the  length  of  the  grass  was  probably  the 
largest  single  factor  controlling  the  bird  population  of  a  meadow.  The  observa¬ 
tions  showed  conclusively  that  the  size  of  the  bird  population  was  in  inverse  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  length  of  the  grass,  a  relationship  that  was  particularly  evident 
on  flooding  grass  meadows  (Fig.  9).  The  large  differences  in  Fig.  9  are  almost 
entirely  due  to  Starlings  and  Fig.  10  shows  the  Starling  population  in  relation 
to  grass  length.  The  absence  of  this  species  from  long  grass  meadows  is  particularly 
noticeable.  As  already  stated  there  is  a  steady  increase  in  the  Starling  population 
after  a  few  days  grazing,  and  it  would  appear  that  it  is  the  effect  of  the  cattle, 
rather  than  the  cattle  themselves,  that  is  the  attraction  for  the  Starlings.  After 
the  cattle  are  taken  in  there  is  no  grass  in  the  0- 1  inch  category,  and  it  is  interesting 
to  record  a  rapid  fall  in  the  feeding  population  of  Starlings  on  the  meadows, 
numbers  sometimes  dropping  from  somewhere  in  the  order  of  10,000  birds  to  as 
low  as  1-3,000  birds.  At  such  times  considerably  larger  numbers  are  recorded 
feeding  in  neighbouring  suburban  gardens. 
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Factors  Controlling  the  Bird 

DURING  THE  WiNTER 
(based  on  a  series 

Effect  of  Flooding 
(On- Total  Population) 

2,OOiO  . 


1,000 


FLoo^DfNq 

q««ss 

Fig.  7 


Population  of  a  Grass  Meadow 
(November-March) 
of  sample  counts) 


Effect  of  Grazing 
(On  Total  Population) 


Effect  of  Grass  Length 
Flooding  Meadows 
(On  Total  Population) 


Fig.  8 


Effect  of  Grass  Length 
on  Starling  Population 
(Period  1-6  days’  flooding) 
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Fig.  9 


Fig.  10 
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Lagoons,  plough  and  crops  are  of  litde  importance  to  the  winter  ecology, 
their  chief  use  being  as  resting  and  preening  grounds  for  gulls  and  lapwings. 
In  the  winter  of  1955/56  the  field  of  winter  wheat  was  used  as  a  daytime  resting 
ground  by  large  flocks  of  Snipe,  two  counts  during  the  peak  period  being  861 
on  November  27th  and  1,296  on  December  11th.  The  only  feeding  birds  on 
the  ploughed  fields  are  mixed  flocks  of  finches  and  skylarks. 

Hard  Weather  Movements 

During  periods  of  heavy  snowfall  or  severe  cold  weather,  when  the  ground  is 
frozen  hard  for  weeks  on  end,  the  flooding  meadows  of  the  farm  usually  remain 
“  open  ”  and  hundreds  of  birds,  both  common  and  rare,  flock  on  to  them  in 
search  of  food.  At  such  times  counts  as  high  as  7,500  birds  were  recorded  on  a 
single  meadow.  During  the  course  of  the  survey  three  such  movements  occurred. 

(A)  1954  :  January  26th-February  6th.  A  period  of  intensely  cold  weather 
during  which  time  the  temperature  only  once  rose  above  freezing  point 
and  twice  fell  as  low  as  16°F.  Moderate  snowfall. 

(B)  1955  :  January  4th- 15th.  A  period  of  moderately  cold  weather  with  two 
heavy  snowfalls,  both  of  about  6-8  inches,  separated  by  a  mild  spell  with  a 
partial  thaw. 

(C)  1955  :  February  12th-March  3rd.  A  period  of  fairly  cold  weather  with 
severe  night  frosts  and  moderate  falls  of  snow. 

Table  7  gives  details  of  the  species  recorded  in  all  movements,  with  the  count 
on  the  week-end  immediately  prior  to  the  movement,  and  the  maximum  count 
during  the  movement. 


Table  7 


1954 

Movement  {A) 

1955 

Movement  (B)  Movement  (C) 

Count 

Max. 

count 

Count 

Max. 

count 

Count 

Max. 

count 

before 

during 

before 

during 

before 

during 

movement 

movement 

movement 

movement 

movement 

movement 

Lapwing 

600 

1,000 

800 

3,000 

650 

1,000 

Golden  Plover 

4 

10 

0 

44 

1 

9 

Snipe 

300 

600 

350 

600 

400 

250 

Jack  Snipe 

8 

42 

3 

11 

4 

33 

Curlew 

0 

4 

0 

3 

0 

1 

Redshank 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Dunlin 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Ruff 

0 

3 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Black-headed  Gull 

1,500 

2,000 

1,000 

2,000 

1,000 

1,500 

Skylark 

100 

150 

150 

1,000 

200 

500 

Fieldfare 

500 

1,200 

150 

500 

850 

1,050 

Redwing  / 
Meadow  Pipit 

80 

200 

100 

250 

100 

200 

BIRD  POPULATION  OF  BEDDINGTON  SEWAGE  FARM,  1955  53 

Fourteen  other  species  of  waders  and  water-birds  were  also  recorded  during 
the  hard  weather  movements,  but  as  they  did  not  occur  in  each  one  they  are  not 
listed  above. 

Basically  all  the  movements  bore  a  close  resemblance  to  one  another  though 
the  individual  numbers  of  each  species  tended  to  vary  considerably.  Five  of  the 
six  main  winter  species  showed  well  marked  increases,  though  in  the  case  of  Snipe 
the  influx  passed  quickly  on.  In  1954  ducks,  Coots  and  Mute  Swans  resorted 
to  the  flooding  meadows  when  neighbouring  ponds  froze  over.  An  exceptional 
feature  of  these  movements  was  the  arrival  of  small  parties  of  shore  waders  ‘such 
as  Sanderling,  Knot  and  Turnstone.  During  the  very  severe  spell  of  February 
1956,  a  flock  of  c.  170  shore  waders  of  seven  species  was  recorded.  In  all  these 
movements  there  was  a  high  mortality,  particularly  of  Snipe  and  Redwings. 

Although  large  influxes  of  waders  and  water-birds  occur  during  these  move¬ 
ments,  there  is  a  lack  of  many  of  the  smaller  birds,  the  almost  complete  absence 
of  finches,  Robins  and  Hedge  Sparrows  being  particularly  noticeable. 

Summary 

1.  A  report  is  given  on  a  survey  of  Beddington  Sewage  Farm  made  during 
1954  and  ’55.  The  habitat  is  described  with  particular  reference  to  the 
frequent  changes  in  conditions  due  to  the  method  of  farming. 

2.  Details  are  given  of  breeding  censuses  conducted  in  both  years. 

3.  Small  areas  of  bushes,  surrounded  by  large  tracts  of  suitable  feeding  ground 
contain  large  numbers  of  nests.  These  are  extensively  robbed  by  children. 

4.  All  nests  in  the  cattle  grazing/flooding  meadows  are  apparently  destroyed. 
96  per  cent  of  these  nests  were  found  to  be  trodden  on  and  destroyed  by 
cattle  before  the  flooding  occurred.  80  per  cent  of  Mallards  nests  in 
fields  were  robbed  by  Carrion  Crows  in  1954.  Birds  which  breed  in 
crop  and  hay  meadows  appear  to  have  an  extremely  high  success  rate. 

5.  Many  birds  breed  in  the  vicinity  and  use  the  farm  for  feeding  purposes.  In 
1954,  15  pairs  of  owls  fed  on  the  numerous  small  rodents  on  the  farm.  Wood- 
pigeons  and  Stock  Doves  flew  in  to  feed  on  the  chickweed  seed  in  late  May 
and  June. 

6.  From  mid-summer  onwards  birds  came  on  to  the  farm  in  increasing  numbers 
to  feed.  The  pigeons  and  finches  feed  on  ripening  grain.  Starlings  on  the 
cattle  grazing  meadows  and  Lapwings  and  gulls  on  the  flooding  meadows. 

7.  The  farm  forms  an  important  feeding  and  resting  ground  for  migrants  in 
both  spring  and  autumn.  The  peak  numbers  are  given  for  each  passage 
for  the  more  important  species. 

8.  The  bird  population  of  the  sludge  lagoons  varies  with  the  stage  of  drying  and 
colonization  by  weeds.  Starlings,  Swifts,  hirundines  and  waders  increase 
when  the  mud  is  drying  and  there  are  many  flies,  whilst  pigeons  and  finches 
largely  replace  them  when  the  weeds  have  seeded. 

9.  Large  numbers  of  birds  feed  on  the  farm  during  the  winter.  When  meadows 
were  flooded  in  winter  they  were  first  invaded  by  Redwings  and  Fieldfares, 
then  by  Snipe  and  later  by  large  numbers  of  Black-headed  Gulls.  If  flooding 
was  continued  after  about  fourteen  days  the  birds  quickly  left  the  field.  The 
vegetation  was  then  beginning  to  decay  and  there  were  many  dead  worms 
present. 


54 


LONDON  BIRD  REPORT 


10.  After  cattle  had  been  put  on  a  field  to  graze,  there  was  an  increase  in  the 
number  ,of  Starlings  feeding  and  they  reached  a  maximum  when  the  gi'ass 
was  less  than  an  inch  high.  Lap^vdngs  and  Herons  also  came  in  to  feed  as 
the  grass  was  shortened. 

1 1 .  Plough  and  crops  were  used  as  winter  preening  and  resting  grounds  by 
Lapwings  and  gulls  and  winter  wheat  fields  by  Snipe. 

12.  Figures  are  given  to  show  the  increase  in  numbers  of  some  species  feeding  on 
the  farm  during  severe  weather. 
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Beddington  Trapping  Station  Regulations 

1.  The  trapping  station  shall  be  administered  by  a  committee  consisting  of 
G.  J.  Harris,  B.  S.  Milne  and  R.  E.  Scott,  in  conjunction  with  the  Ringing 
sub-committee  of  the  Ornithological  Section. 

2.  Only  “  Group  ”  rings  shall  be  used  at  the  trapping  station. 

3.  On  no  account  must  members  make  private  visits  without  first  making 
arrangements  with  B.  S.  Milne,  6  Raleigh  Avenue,  Wallington,  Surrey. 
Tel.  :  Wall.  5735. 

4.  Under  the  agreement  with  Croydon  Corporation,  the  number  of  visitors 
must  not  exceed  six  on  any  one  day. 

5.  Trapping  is  permitted  through  the  good  offices  of  Croydon  Corporation 
and  their  ruling  as  regards  the  siting  of  traps,  “  Traps  shall  be  so  placed  as 
to  avoid  any  interference  with  farming  operations  or  the  grazing  of  cattle,” 
must  be  strictly  adhered  to. 
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year’s  record  total  of  4,368  birds  ringed  by  the  Society  (or  5,364  for  the 

fifteen  months  to  31st  December)  has  been  soundly  beaten  this  year  with  a 
total  of  no  less  than  6,050  birds  of  82  species  (another  record  !)  ringed. 

Starlings  (801)  were  ousted  at  last  from  first  place  by  962  Blue  Tits  which 
headed  this  year’s  list.  Next  in  numerical  order  came  790  Blackbirds,  544  House 
Sparrows,  386  Great  Tits,  330  Robins,  300  Chaffinches  and  293  Song  Thrushes. 
The  almost  dramatic  increase  in  our  ringing  totals  in  recent  years  can  be  gauged 
by  the  fact  that  the  total  of  Blue  Tits  ringed  this  year  was  more  than  the  Society’s 
grand  total  for  1948/49. 

Of  particular  interest  was  the  ringing  of  176  Warblers.  Half  of  these  were 
nestlings  ringed  by  J.  L.  F.  Parslow  ;  nevertheless,  in  addition  to  Whitethroats  and 
Willow  Warblers,  the  use  of  water-drip  bait  also  tempted  Lesser  Whitethroats, 
Chiffchafifs,  a  Blackcap  and  a  Garden  Warbler  into  suburban  garden  traps. 

Unusual  species  ringed  (with  the  1954  National  total  shown  in  brackets) 
included  :  5  Little  Ringed  Plovers  (10),  12  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers  (39), 
99  Rooks  (481),  16  Long-tailed  Tits  (29),  23  Black  Redstarts  (37).  Only  19  Marsh 
Tits  and  4  Redwings  had  been  ringed  by  the  Society  previously,  but  no  less  than 
27  Marsh  Tits  were  ringed  this  year  and  also  4  Redwings. 

Individual  totals  deserving  special  mention  were  attained  by  the  ringing 
partnership  of  Messrs.  A.  G.  Parker  and  D.  J.  Summers  (908  birds  ringed  including 
84  Swallows,  79  Sand  Martins,  85  Rooks  and  125  Chaffinches)  and  by  Mr.  E.  R. 
Parrinder  (whose  total  of  606  birds  ringed  included  260  Blue  Tits  and  the  second 
Goldcrest  to  be  ringed  by  the  Society). 

The  team  operating  the  Society’s  trapping  station  at  Beddington  S.F.  ringed 
200  birds  during  the  year  and  this  promising  total  included  13  Moorhens, 
4  Redshank,  93  Pied  Wagtails,  19  Yellow  Wagtails  and  4  Jack  Snipe — the  first 
to  be  ringed  by  the  Society,  which  is  hardly  surprising  since  only  31  of  this  species 
have  been  ringed  in  this  country. 

During  1955,  235  recoveries  of  birds  of  31  species  ringed  by  members  were 
reported  including  79  Starlings  and  54  Blackbirds.  The  most  interesting  recoveries 
are  given  in  detail  in  the  Systematic  List  but  special  mention  must  be  made  of  the 
remarkable  fact  that  out  of  the  five  recoveries  of  Tufted  Duck  reported,  two  were 
recovered  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  one  in  Latvia  and  one  in  Denmark  ! 

It  is  fitting  that  this  year’s  total  should  have  been  an  all-time  record  since 
it  is  unlikely  that  these  record  figures  will  be  reached  again.  The  changes 
introduced  in  the  Ringing  Scheme  in  1955  by  the  Bird-Ringing  Committee  of 
the  B.T.O.  have  now  been  followed  by  a  complete  reorganization  of  the  Scheme 
which  will  have  a  profound  effect  upon  the  Society’s  future  ringing  activities. 
The  major  innovation  was  the  introduction  of  a  ringing  permit  system  and  in 
future  the  appointment  of  all  new  ringers  will  be  carried  out  by  the  B.T.O. 
Bird-Ringing  Committee.  Under  the  new  regulations  “  B  ”  permit  ringers, 
ringing  solely  for  the  L.N.H.S.,  may  not  ring  outside  the  L.N.H.S.  area  (save 
for  officially  organized  projects)  and  therefore  the  majority  of  our  ringers  have 
elected  to  become  “A”  permit  ringers — ringing  in  their  own  names. 
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However,  although  the  number  of  those  who  will  be  ringing  solely  for  the 
Society  has  been  sadly  depleted,  it  is  hoped  to  bring  many  of  the  new  “A”  permit 
ringers — who  may  also  ring  for  the  Society  as  well  as  in  their  own  name — into 
some  organized  Society  ringing  ventures  later  on. 

To  put  our  Ringing  Scheme  on  a  new  footing  a  Ringing  Sub-Committee 
comprising  Messrs.  S.  Cramp,  F.  H.  Jones,  B.  S.  Milne,  E.  R.  Parrinder  and 
W.  D.  Park  has  been  formed  to  encourage  and  assist  corporate  ringing  schemes 
within  our  area  and  to  study  the  possibility  of  special  investigations  or  studies  to 
be  undertaken  in  the  London  area.  Suggestions  from  members  are  always 
welcome.  The  emergence  of  the  Society’s  trapping  station  at  Beddington  as  a 
project  of  great  promise  is  an  example  of  the  kind  of  group  work  that  can  be 
undertaken  by  a  small  number  of  keen  members.  It  is  appropriate  here  to  express 
thanks  to  those  ringers  who,  upon  ceasing  to  ring  for  the  Society,  donated  their 
remaining  rings  to  the  Beddington  Ringing  Station. 

Although  this  reorganization — which  came  incidentally  at  a  time  when  we 
ourselves  were  critically  examining  our  own  ringing  scheme  with  a  view  to 
introducing  similarly  drastic  reorganization — means  that  in  future  our  large 
totals  which  have  often  included  many  rare  or  unusual  species  will  suffer,  it  also 
means  that  future  Ringing  Reports  will  be  solely  concerned  with  ringing  activities 
in  the  London  area  and  will  thus  have  more  value  as  part  of  the  London 
Bird  Report. 

Messrs.  B.  Austin,  A.  Bibby,  C.  M.  Perrins,  R.  Scott,  and  J.  D.  Woodley 
were  welcomed  as  new  ringers  during  1955. 

From  the  sale  of  “  Dungeness  ”  ringing  pliers  and  rulers  at  Section  meetings, 
over  ^1  has  been  sent  to  the  Dungeness  B.O.  The  profits  from  these  sales  are 
a  useful  source  of  revenue  for  the  observatory. 

W.  D.  Park. 


Report  on  the  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory,  1955 

^HE  Observatory  living  quarters  were  completely  redecorated,  by  voluntary 
labour,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  other  major  improvements  in  comfort 
were  made.  It  is  more  likely,  however,  that  work  to  the  existing  traps  and  the 
construction  of  new  ones — there  are  now  seven  Heligoland-type  traps — was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  increase  in  the  number  of  birds  ringed  from  4,400  in  1 954  to  nearly 
6,000  in  1955.  The  total  since  the  founding  of  the  Observatory  in  1952  is  now 
well  over  13,000  and  the  number  of  species  and  sub-species  caught  has  reached  112. 

Interesting  captures  in  1955  included  Gannet,  Shore  Lark,  nine  Jays  (one 
of  which  was  recovered  in  Holland  in  June,  1956),  Bluethroat,  Aquatic  Warbler, 
Great  Grey  Shrike,  Kingfisher  (caught  in  a  Heligoland  trap  !),  283  Wheaters, 
362  Blackbirds,  102  Whinchats,  98  Redstarts,  11  Nightingales,  613  Whitethroats, 
637  Willow  Warblers,  213  Ghiffchaffs  and  94  Pied  Flycatchers.  The  peak  day 
in  the  spring  was  April  13th  when  228  birds  were  ringed,  including  153  Willow 
Warblers.  1,163  birds  were  ringed  in  August  with  a  peak  of  1 14  on  August  28th. 
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Sea-watching  and  visits  to  the  Midrips  and  elsewhere  provided  visitors  with 
plenty  of  excitement  in  the  intervals  of  working  the  traps.  Buff-breasted  and 
Pectoral  Sandpipers,  Gull-billed  Tern  and  Pratincole  were  all  seen  in  the  vicinity. 

Among  the  recoveries  reported  during  the  year  were  Blackbirds  in  Germany, 
Sweden,  Belgium,  Spain  and  Eire  ;  Starlings  in  Russia,  Holland  and  Germany, 
and  a  Whinchat,  Whitethroat  and  Meadow  Pipit  in  Spain.  Further  details  of 
the  year!s  work  at  the  Observatory  will  be  found  in  the  Kent  Bird  Report  for  1955. 

The  popularity  of  the  Observatory  is  increasing  every  year  and  prospective 
visitors  are  advised  to  write,  well  in  advance,  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  H.  A.  R. 
Cawkell,  6  Canute  Road,  Hastings,  Sussex. 

E.  R.  Parrinder. 


Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  Area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred  on 
St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  recorders,  whose  names  and  addresses  are  given 
below,  welcome  records  from  members  and  non-members.  It  materially 
assists  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  following  points  are  observed. 

1.  Please  use  the  Society’s  recording  sheets,  which  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Recorders.  Submit  records  for  North  of  the  Thames,  South  of  the  Thames, 
and  Inner  London  on  separate  sheets. 

2.  Please  enter  records  by  species  in  the  Wetmore  Order,  which  is  used  in 
this  report.  It  is  particularly  requested  that  date  order  should  not  be 
used,  as  this  inevitably  slows  down  the  work  of  transferring  entries  from 
the  recording  sheets  to  the  card  index  which  is  used  in  the  preparation 
of  the  report. 

3.  Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  all  records  of  rare  or  unusual  species. 

4.  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  in  July  for  the  half  year 
ending  30th  June,  and  in  January  for  the  half  year  ending  31st  December. 

Copies  of  the  B.T.O.  Field  List  of  British  Birds,  which  is  in  the  Wetmore 
Order,  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  L.  B.  Langham,  164  St.  Ann’s  Hill,  S.W.  18, 
price  6d.  each,  plus  postage  2d.  each  ;  12  copies  6s.  3d.  post  free. 

Recorders 

Inner  London  ...  ...  ...  ...  W.  G.  Teagle,  Flat  No.  6,  2  The 

Paragon,  Blackheath,  S.E.3. 

South  of  the  Thames  and  River  Thames  H.  P.  Medhurst,  55  Windermere 

Road,  S.W.  16. 

North  of  the  Thames  .  H.  P.  Medhurst,  55  Windermere 

Road,  S.W.  16. 


Skokholm  Bird  Observatory 

FIELD  STUDIES  COUNCIL 


Skokholm,  an  island  of  260  acres,  three  miles  from  the  Pembrokeshire  coast, 
supports  a  breeding  population  of  some  20,000  birds.  Among  them  are  the 
manx  shearwater,  storm  petrel,  pufhn,  razorbill,  guillemot,  raven,  buzzard, 
oystercatcher,  lapwing  and  others.  Most  of  these  birds  can  be  studied  with 
ease.  Expeditions  are  made  at  night  to  catch  manx  shearwaters  and  storm 
petrels.  Three  heligoland  traps  enable  visitors  to  catch  many  of  the  migrants 
passing  through  the  island  and  to  see  and  handle  both  the  commPn  and  unusual 
birds.  As  well  as  catching  birds  there  are  many  other  ways  in  which  bird¬ 
watchers  can  assist  the  observatory  staff. 

In  1957  we  shall  again  be  asking  for  help  from  the  visitors  as  in  previous  years 
and,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  continue  to  give  instruction  when  it  is  asked  for. 
It  is  hoped  that  under  the  direction  of  the  warden  the  visitors  will  undertake 
co-operative  work  on  the  sea-bird  population,  but  we  would  like  to  emphasize 
that  this  work  is  only  lor  those  who  would  join  in  and  no  one  need  feel  obliged  to 
take  part. 

The  observatory  will  stay  open  until  the  end  of  October  so  that  the  autumn 
migration  can  be  studied.  This  is  the  time  when  the  greatest  variety  of  species 
is  likely  to  occur. 

Accorhmodation  in  the  Observatory  buildings  is  provided  for  eight  visitors 
a  week  and  the  charge  is  five  guineas.  For  further  particulars  apply  to  the 
Warden,  Dale  Fort  Field  Centre,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs. 


THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNITHOLOGY 

is  a  unique  organization  devoted  to 
the  encouragement  and  promotion  of 

RESEARCH 

into  the  LIVES,  HABITS  and  NUMBERS  of  BRITISH  BIRDS 

Quarterly  Journal,  Bird  Study  (edited  by  H.  N.  Southern),  free  to 
members  ;  organizes  national  Bird-Ringing  Scheme,  Nest  Records 
Scheme,  Census  of  Heronries  ;  sponsors  investigations  organized 
by  members  ;  jointly  administers  Alexander  (Reference)  Library  ; 
Lending  Library  service  ;  Grants  to  aid  research  ;  Meetings  all 
over  the  country  ;  77  Regional  Representatives  in  British  Isles. 


Full  details  of  Membership  from  : 

The  Secretary,  B.T.O.,  2  KING  EDWARD  STREET,  OXFORD 


